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SPARK a song 


from glam rock to house. 
What is SPARK? It's how to get | 
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Browse hundreds of thousands of songs, ©} 
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Fresh and Fruity Spring Cuisine 
Now that winter is behind us and spring is officially here, fresh fruits and salads 
are becoming seasonal again. We asked Chef Jorde to recommend a three course 


dinner which combines fruit, salad and roasted Spring Lamb to celebrate the change 
in seasons... 


Hosts for a Decade 


Jane Jacobs, the author of 
that classic of urban design, 
The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities holds that the 

key to vital communities and 
healthy cities is diversity. 
Diversity of use, diversity of age, 
diversity of architecture... 


Please 


Support The Routine of Fitness 
Fitness as a routine started for me when | was thirty-one. But | really 


our began to build my physique in my thirties, and excelled by focusing on the 
importance of setting a regular schedule for exercising... 
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Random Thoughts 


By John Coulbourn 


April is the cruelest month, a poet once said—and there’s nothing crueler than 
a bunch of random thoughts that simply refuse to coalesce into a single theme. 


But why should | suffer alone? 


To that end, | offer up a couple of the niggling little things that plague my sleep, 
proffered up in the sincere hope that someone somewhere might be able to take 
them and cobble them into something enduring for the ages. 


Or, at the very least, for April. 
There are those among us who would have us believe that irony is dead. 
Clearly, however, they are not followers of Canadian politics. 


For proof, look no further than Parliament Hill, where supporters of our new 
globe-trotting, flak-jacketed Prime Minister are insisting that the role of Canadian 
troops in Afghanistan has already been debated by Parliament and therefore can’t 
be re-opened. 


Never, ever, ever—or at least until the Taliban is defeated and our surviving 
soldier comes home and if you liked the whole notion of Canada in the role of 
Peacekeeper, tough noogies. 


By and large, these would be the same folks, it might be pointed out, who are 
insisting that it is past time to re-open the whole same sex marriage debate. 


Now, if memory serves, the same sex marriage debate was a lot more spirited, 
not to mention, a lot more national and a lot more public, than any little infor- 
mation session that might have been held by the previous government on 
Canada’s involvement in George Bush’s dirty little wars. 


Once again, tough noogies. 
“There are no female Orcs.” 


The subject, of course, was the new stage version of The Lord Of The Rings which 
doesn’t exactly have everybody talking here in Toronto—but the comment was 


2 © 


A 


a 
Aim to AID 


April 29 


LL poomIng 


funcrarsing 
(X vents 


or enter a team! 


Where: 
Prices: 


Westwood Plateau Golf and Country Club 
Includes Dinner with Silent Auction. 
Professionals: $200/individual or $700/team. 
Students: $125/individual or $500/team 
More info: Visit www.aimbcit.com 
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Optimum Points Program 
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Dr. Peter Centre 


The Association of Interactive Marketers (AIM), a student 
organization of BCIT, is hosting its third annual charity golf 
tournament benefiting the Dr. Peter Centre. Become a sponsor 


When: Saturday, April 29, 2006, Shotgun Start @ 1:00pm 


certainly germane, nonetheless, offered up as it was by a lovely young lady with a 
decided feminist bent. 

What she was talking about, it evolves, wasn’t the fact that none of the orcs in 
the $20-odd-million production had breasts, but rather the fact that producers 
hadn’t recruited a single female to play an Orc. 


And now that she’s mentioned it, the Ents looked pretty testosterone-driven 
as well. 


Which is hardly surprising. 


For all of its perceived liberal biases, the entertainment world looks at the 
world through a pretty narrow window, after all. 


Be it a movie, a play or a television series, there is little thought put into casting. 

And no, we’re not talking about thinking outside the box, but rather, just about 
thinking, period, which accounts for the rather white-bread look of most of our 
entertainment. 

It’s not that these people are racist or sexist, either. 

It’s just that, unless a character has been specified as black or Asian or Hispanic, 
for instance, it will invariably be cast as white, despite the fact that, in most major 
cities in the world, we deal with people of all ethnic origins everyday. 

Further, it seems that unless the call is there for an Orc Queen, the brain trusts 
responsible for casting will invariably cast male, even though women are every bit 
as adept at acrobatics and the costumes are such that it would be a major 
challenge indeed to determine the gender of any Orc — even in Braille. 

But it could be worse, it seems to me. 

In today’s world, it goes without saying that all of the orcs are cast straight — 


and, rest assured, if the playwright/adaptors of the Tolkien classic had asked for a 
gay Orc, it most certainly would have been played by a straight actor. 


Vv 


Who would probably get nominated for his courageous performance. 


john Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his hame in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronte Sun. 
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2006 AccolAIDS Awards Dinner 
Sunday, May 7th 


XX The 5th Annual AccolAIDS Awards Gala is coming 
fi ' 4 800n! The AccolAIDS Awards, produced by the BC 
~ elses ts AIDS Society Persons With AIDS Society, will honour the 

extraordinary achievements and dedication of 
organizations, businesses, groups and individuals This monthly community 
responding to the AIDS epidemic in British feature sponsored by 
Columbia. Itis estimated that 12,000 to 15,000men, _YOur friends at: 


women and children in BC live with HIV/AIDS. Jot 


\ 


The celebration will feature gourmet cuisine, live 
entertainment, and silent and live auctions. 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, May 7th at the 
Pan Pacific Vancouver from 6pm-10pm, and join 
us for an unforgettable evening. The gala event 
will benefit vital programs and services provided 


Did you know that you can donate your Shoppers Optimum 
points to the Dr. Peter Centre? To date, we have received 
772,408 points! These points really add up for us and help 
purchase necessary health care items for clients of the Centre. 
To donate your most appreciated points today, please visit 
www.shoppersdrugmart.ca 


Sundratsing 
results 


by the BC Persons With AIDS Society. Tickets 
are $150 each or $1200 for a table of eight. For 
more information or to purchase your tickets, 
visit www.bcpwa.org, email accolaids@bcpwa.org 
or call 604-915-9255. 


‘Chank you for supporting our ancouver & area community events! 


Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & GLBT fundraising event and recent financial results. © 
Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month. U t i 90k x 3 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


Grey and Gay 


By Roy Heale 


Recently, it would appear that we are a society 
obsessed with the search for eternal youth. As the 
baby boomers mature, television shows like Nip & 
Tuck are instant ratings success stories. It has been 
widely reported that age fifty is the new thirty and we 
all appear to be holding onto the vitality of youth 
further into maturity. Hollywood stars are leading the 
pack and by example are encouraging their fans to try 
everything in order to stay younger looking. However, like 
death and taxes, the twilight years and old age are a certainty in life. These 
advancing years are proving to be especially problematic for members of the 
GLBT community, as no significant infrastructure, facilities or health care services 
have been planned for our community. 


Members of the gay and lesbian community who grew up in the fifties and 
sixties at a time when homosexuality was an illegal sexual act or branded as a 
mental illness are now part of the aging population facing discrimination in the 
health care system, according to a study recently released by McGill University 
researchers. This segment of the gay community very often grew up living their 
lives in the closet, until they recently found the liberation of being “out” only to 
face returning to the closet again in order to conform to the available housing 
and services provided for seniors today. According to the study, one of the 
biggest obstacles facing gay seniors is the fear of revealing their sexual orienta- 
tion to health care providers or social workers. 


Research was conducted in Montréal, Halifax and Vancouver interviewing gay 
seniors, health care providers and caregivers. The study took over four years to 
complete. The results indicated that discriminatory attitudes were commonplace 
within the overall system. The McGill study is significant, because it is the first of 
its kind in Canada, perhaps bringing to light for the first time a problem that we 
will all have to confront in our own futures. 


“It cannot be understated that gay and lesbian seniors who grew up prior to 
the era of gay liberation face considerable obstacles to accessing health care,” said 
McGill School of Social Work professor Shari Brotman, one of the principal inves- 
tigators for the study. “In addition, partners, children and friends who provide 
unpaid support to gay and lesbian seniors are often also exposed to marginalisa- 
While the focus is on 


tion and discrimination by providers and contemporaries.” 
seniors, the researchers say the problem is widespread. 
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As a result of this research, McGill 
University School of Social Work has 


located and developed several 
training resources and facilitators 
across Canada to assist groups or 
individuals who are interested in 
pursuing more knowledge in this area. 
This may be the first step in addressing 
a problem that will only grow in magni- 
tude in the coming years. 


If you are looking forward to those 
‘golden years’, which are expected and 
well deserved after what may seem 
like a lifetime of hard work, then you 
will want to learn more about this 
significant study. 


In recent years, several real estate 
developers have announced plans to 
create residences and housing exclu- 
sively for the mature gay community 
and this may now be an idea that has 
found its time. Profiting from the 
lucrative and affluent gay demographic 
may motivate these developers but 
their endeavors may be crucial to our 
futures. 


So, even if you think you are drinking 
from the fountain of eternal youth, you 
may want take a moment to learn what 
the future has in store for you—unless 
some significant changes occur before 
those inevitable golden years arrive. 


Vv 


For further 
McGill 


information on the 
University study visit: 


mcgill.ca/interaction/aging/ 
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Calgary's New Fringe 


By Sean McLennan 


: Fringe is coming to 
Calgary! In a big way. We 
may be a little behind the 
curve—after all even Swift 
Current beat us on this 


front—but from all 
indications this year’s 
festival will not be a 


cautious first attempt nor a 
pale rip-off of its world 
renown cousin to the 
north. Nor will it be the 
Red Mile (more on that 
later). No, The Calgary 
Fringe Festival, August 
11-20, promises to be a 
full-scale, vibrant, and 
uniquely Calgarian event. 


Chances are that you've 
heard of the Edmonton 
Fringe Festival (it’s the 
second largest in the 
world, drawing on the 
order of 800,000 people a 
year!) but unless you’ve 
actually had the opportunity 
to attend a Fringe Festival, 
you might not have a good 
idea of what Fringe is. A 
Fringe Festival is “an 
uncensored, non-juried theatre festival.” That means that anyone, emerging and 
professional artists alike, can participate and do pretty much anything they want. 


High Strung Performers 


That may sound a little anarchic, and in a way it is, but the point is to provide 
affordable opportunities for aspiring artists, to give visibility to less traditional 
ideas, and to improve accessibility to the public. The formula has proven to draw 
crowds and there’s a longer history to Fringe than most people realize—the first 
Fringe Festival took place in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1947. Edmonton’s was the 
first in Canada in 1982 and its success inspired the creation of Fringe Festivals 
all across North America. At first, the festivals were only loosely affiliated— 
eventually in 1994, a governing body, the Canadian Association of Fringe Festivals 
(CAFF) was instituted to formalize and enforce the four fundamental principles 
of Fringe: 

|. Participants will be selected on a non-juried basis, through a first-come, first 

served process, a lottery or other method approved by the Association. 


2. In order to ensure Criteria One (above), the audiences must have the option 
to pay a ticket price, 100% of which goes directly to the artists. 


3. Fringe Festival producers have no control over the artistic content of each 
performance. The artistic freedom of the participants is unrestrained. 


4. Festivals must provide an easily accessible opportunity for all audiences and 
all artists to participate in Fringe Festivals. 


Principle #2 is perhaps the most startling and unique aspect of Fringe 
Festivals—how often do artists get to see 100 per cent of their ticket sales? 
CAFF is a non-profit organization and it and the festivals themselves run on 
sponsorship, donations, vendors at the festivals, and the token entry fees artists 
are charged (in the case of street performers, even those fees are returned if 
they show up to their venue on time). Where they can, they will pay for services 
in kind—advertising for instance—and although they do not aggressively pursue 
government money and grants, sometimes that is a source of income. 


Calgary has hosted Fringe before—in 2001 and 2002, the Loose Moose 
Theatre hosted two festivals in Inglewood. Unfortunately, because of the closure 
of two major Inglewood venues, the Garry Theatre and the New Dance Theatre, 
the Loose Moose was driven out of Inglewood and declined to produce further 
Fringes. By comparison, those two festivals were also fairly small in scope 
(no disrespect to the Loose Moose intended). They only included theatre 
performance and by comparison were much smaller than this year’s festival, 
which boasts a much larger budget and a more central location, | 7th Avenue. It 
is also expanded to include much more than theatre: film, music, dance, visual 
art, street performance and even body painting will all be represented. 
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High Strung Performers... 
eG en 


The driving force behind this new 
Fringe is Blair Gallant, a native of 
Lethbridge, who is a bit of a 
latecomer to the arts but has been 
active in the Calgary theatre 
community for a few years. It’s 
immediately apparent that Blair is a 
classic | overachiever: _ father, 
businessman, director/producer, 
festival producer...taiko drummer. 
He's not the kind of guy that you 
can imagine lying on a beach 
somewhere soaking up the sun. 
After his first child was born, he felt 
the need to make a pretty big life 
change, and got out of his previous 
occupations centered on land 
development, chain stores, and 
brokerages and began working for 
the AO Shirley Foundation—a 
non-profit organization _ that 
supports primarily the arts, the 
environment, — and children. 
Subsequently, Blair caught the 
theatre bug and started directing 
and producing, realizing just how 
much power theatre has to inspire 
change within people. From there, it was a natural step to Fringe. At this point, 
though, I’m not sure he’s seeing much change in pace from before what he 
jokingly refers to as his retirement. Organizing a festival on this scale is hardly a 
laid-back endeavour! Old habits die hard. 


The Calgary Fringe Festival started out with just three people and now the 
organizing committee has grown to fifty-five, with an additional | 10 volunteers. 
Blair's experience in business translates well into this context and it is gratifying 
to hear him already talking about sustainability and succession planning. It’s clear 
that he is planning beyond 2006 and intends to put something in place that will 
be able to succeed long after he’s moved on. That is one of the reasons for the 
scale of this year’s festival—Blair doesn’t believe in gradually growing something 
like this over time. He says you need to have a critical mass of size and structure 
to make it both successful and sustainable. 


So what can you expect at the Fringe Festival this year? The primary center 
will be on and around 17th Avenue between Fifth and Eighth streets (with 


potentially a downtown component that has yet to be confirmed) and there will. 


be thirty-seven indoor theatre productions, forty-four independent films, fifty to 
sixty touring street performers, twelve body painters, and more than fifteen 
musical acts that are a combination of local, national and international artists. 
Plus, there will be another six professional performance groups, local street 
vendors and other special events. By any criteria, it should be one hell of a show! 


Blair says that the city is genuinely putting in an effort to be more arts 
friendly—a change over the last five to ten years that he attributes to the influx 
of people from across Canada and around the world. Not only is the population 
growing to a size that can support such events, but also there is a much richer 
diversity of expectations about the arts. Apparently, the biggest barrier that he 
and the organizing committee have encountered is the (somewhat bizarre) 
association of the Festival with the Red Mile. Myself, | find it hard to imagine what 
they have in common—but | guess that some local communities simply associate 
red with crowds and |7th Avenue and that’s had them a little spooked. Also | 
suppose the word fringe might have some sketchy, if not down-right pejorative 
connotations in some people’s minds. Blair is confident that it will only take one 
year to make the difference clear and that the festival will be a welcome addition 
to the inner city. 


As of this writing, there is still space open for some categories—applications 
are available on the website: calgaryfringefestival.com. They're always looking 
for volunteers. So, if you have a little time on your hands and the desire to help 
Calgary take this step out from under the Edmonton arts shadow, surf on over 
and drop them a line. However, the best way to support the Festival is to show 
up! Come August, plan to keep that week free to enjoy some truly unique 
performances. W 
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REAL ATHLETES, REAL GOALS, REAL DREAMS. 16,000 participants from over 120 countries 
Sport has the power to transcend culture, nationality, religion - in REGISTER NOW! 
essence, ‘difference’ It levels the playing field; not just in sport, in life. ol et 


From 26 July to 5 August 2006, the 1" World Outgames will do just that 
in an international celebration of sport, culture and human rights. 


* st 
an 1 worldOuigames 35 sports | 6 cultural activities | International Conference on LGBT 
Montréal 2006 Human Rights | Opening and Closing Ceremonies | 3 Official 
Parties by BBCM 
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Outlooks: This piece is incredible 
(shown at right). | love the colours. 
What inspires you? 

Firmino: Classical art really inspires 
me. Commerce. Advertising. Sculpture 
and canvas was like advertising in the Old 
World. | really like advertising —the art 
that goes into that. | love to show 
people different ways and perspectives 
that maybe they didn’t see before, or 
how you can see beauty in a lot of 
things. A lot of my art is dark, but 
beautiful at the same time. 


Outlooks: What media do you use? 


Firmino: Paint, computer, digital stuff, oil paint. | like print, | like computer 
print. I’m really trying to focus on oil and classical art. I’m fascinated with the 
classical. Surrealism really interests me. | love that style. 


Outlooks: Your work is a fusion of classical and modern. 


Firmino: | use classical art as an icon for fourteenth Century advertising. It 
shows how advertising and technology has changed and how it affects everything. 
The main reason | use the classical imagery, like a Gianlorenzo Bernini sculpture, 
combined with today’s technology is to juxtapose the two. | like to show the 
contrast and similarities. It’s very spiritual, the art gets to people, it reminds us 
to feel. 


Outlooks: What gave you the idea for the t-shirt line? 


Firmino: |’ve always wanted to do a t-shirt line. Even before | got into design 
| used to draw t-shirts. | think clothes are such a great medium to get art out 
there for people who enjoy the images. Fashion to me is people wearing art. It’s 
fun—clothing is a really interesting medium to work with. 


Outlooks: What makes your t-shirts unique? 


Firmino: The Kreator line is about art. The art speaks for itself, acting as a 
logo. | like people to know that they are buying quality. | love having little 
surprises and detail on my shirts, like the images on the inside and the Kreator 
ID.The Kreator ID tells the client about the t-shirt. It contains coded information 
that describes if it’s the men’s or women’s line, the style, size, number it falls in 
the series, and the year it was made. | use X and Y to distinguish between men’s 
and women’s, like the male and female chromosomes. The ID also has coded 
information about the colours that are used. Right now there have been ten 
shirts designed—five men’s and five women’s. We're releasing the newest in April. 
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Fashion is rearing its pretty head and experiencing a Renaissance in the 
designs of twenty-five year old Brad Firmino.As a Vancouver-based artist, 
Firmino has been commissioned for public and private murals and 
paintings. Under the umbrella of enjoyartwork.com, this successful young 
entrepreneur runs a graphic design company and has launched his newest 
passion, Kreator. : 


Kreator is a limited edition t-shirt line inspired by a fusion of classical 
sculpture, like Michelangelo’s Moses and the Pieta, Bernini’s Ecstasy of St. 
Theresa, Gothic and Romanesque architecture, with modern graphic design. 


In an era where slogans on t-shirts serve as fashion, the Kreator line 
may put an end to the madness and be the true enlightenment we've been 
seeking. All t-shirts are not created equal, and in the case of Kreator, each 
t-shirt is truly a work of art. Recently Outlooks caught up with Brad at his 
Vancouver studio to chat about his work. 


Outlooks: They are limited editions. A lot of guys and gals, especially in 
the gay/ lesbian community are very fashion conscious. We want things that 
are limited, that not everyone has and that for me is one of the coolest 
things about your line. 


Firmino: It’s an experience, it’s like buying a piece of art, because they 
are numbered creations and no more than 100 of each t-shirt is made. So 
if you buy #12, you know you are the only person who has it. 


Outlooks: They are printed on the inside as well as the outside. Tell me 
about the inner image. 


Firmino: Michelangelo’s Pieta is the main image of the Kreator line 
and appears as a digital fresco on the inside of every t-shirt. I’ve always 
loved the Pieta. Michelangelo’s sculptures look like they are about to 
come to life when you look at them, like they could cry. Living marble. 


Outlooks: The new shirt is coming out in April. Where can people buy 
the Kreator line? 


Firmino: In Vancouver, at Obstruction, El Cartel and Dadabase. With 
the limited number of shirts, the line fits well into boutiques. They will be 
available online as well on my website, enjoyartwork.com 


There are people who collect the line who are really excited about the 
new t-shirt. That tells me that I’m doing something right. It’s not just my 
friends and family who are wearing it. To see people | don’t even know 
wearing around a piece of my art—it’s so cool! 


Outlooks: Okay, so besides launching a new t-shirt line, your company 
Enjoy Artwork keeps you pretty busy. 

Firmino: Enjoy Artwork creates the Kreator t-shirt line, commissioned 
murals, canvasses and graphic design services. It’s such a great medium, | 
love it! Love graphic design! 

Outlooks: Your partner, Dany Papineau is a photographer, director and 
actor. That’s a lot of creativity under one roof! 


Firmino: | met Dany four years ago almost to the day. Dan and | share 
passions. We just get along, we're inspired by each other, both being artistic 
people. We're both very driven. 


Outlooks: There’s a big turnover of boyfriends in gay culture. What makes your 
relationship work? 


Firmino: We have the same vision, what we're seeking in life and what we 
want in a relationship. We understand and love each other. From a work 
perspective we're complimentary. Some projects bleed onto the other. As a 
photographer, he may have a contract to do a shoot for real estate, for example, 
and his clients will need graphic design done. Whether its branding, flyers or 
layout—that’s where | can come in! And | 
see that growing, we're working together 
more and more. 


Outlooks: What advice can you offer 
young entrepreneurs? 

Firmino: Enjoy what you’re doing! Do 
what you like to do and eventually you'll get 
rewards for it. Don’t really think about the 
rewards, just do it and they'll come to you. 


Amen to that. Kreate it and they will come. 


Vv 


Special thanks to: 
Photography: Dany Papineau mydigitalhead.com 
Makeup: Noel Butler 
Hair: James Jerome 
Wardrobe: Michael Mew 
Models: Crystal Cook & Adam Bloch 
Accessories: Old Time Portraits perrysgastown.com 


Back on the Ice 


By Jesse Trautmann 


At the early age of seventeen, Stéphane Vachon walked away from 
a promising career in competitive figure skating. Growing up was 
not easy for Stéphane in the small town of Ste-Marie near 
Québec City. As a teenager, his passion for skating subjected 
him to teasing and ridicule from other boys, including his brother. 


“In school | would hide in the bathroom in between 
classes because | had no friends,” Stéphane says. 


As things worsened, Stéphane’s self-esteem plummeted 
which affected his skating abilities. He could no longer 
place as high in the rankings as he was once able. 


Desperately wanting to escape, Stéphane quit 
school and started touring with The Montreal Ice 
Ballet, a professional troupe, performing ice shows all 
around the globe. Over the next ten years he had 
the opportunity to perform in the GM 2000 new 
edition at the BC Place in Vancouver, New York's Sky 
Rink, the Amsterdam Arena and in Cairo, Egypt to 
name a few. 


“Cairo was my favourite,” Stéphane says. “‘l spent 
three weeks there and what a culture shock! It is 
such a big difference living in Canada.” He and the 
troupe did daily shows for the inauguration of the 
first ice rink built in Africa. 


Although his experiences with the troupe were 
priceless and unforgettable, it was only a part-time gig. Luckily for 
Stéphane, he was able to pursue a second passion of graphic design, 
completing a professional degree in 2001 and working in many advertising 
agencies across Montreal. Stéphane also designed and runs his own website at 
svonice.com. 


Despite these successes, Stéphane still felt something was missing. The itch to 
skate competitively never faded, but he didn’t have the courage to get back into it. 


Stéphane went to see an old student of his while she was competing and 
realized he wanted to be there in place of her. When he returned home he was 
a mess, devastated and nostalgic. Later that week he went to an ice rink. “When 
| put my skates on and went on the ice, which hadn’t been for a long time, | felt 
| was home. | felt alive again.” 

That day he decided to start over again and to live the dream he abandoned 
when he was seventeen. In 2005, he overcame his issues and returned to 
competitive figure skating. 

With just nine months of training, he broke into the competitive scene with a 
vengeance, winning a gold medal at the Adult Canadian Championships in March 
2005. Also, that summer, he placed first at the Mountain Cup International in 
France and the Adults World Championships in Oberstdorf, Germany. 


Stéphane, who is almost thirty-seven years-old, worked diligently to get back 
into shape and with upcoming competitions including the Gay Games VII in 
Chicago (July 15-22) and the First World OutGames in Montréal (July 29-August 
6) just around the corner, he is dedicated to training. “I’m on the ice for more 
than an hour a day from Monday to Friday, he says, “and | am going to the gym 
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List of Achievements 


Centraide Ice show at the Molson Centre 
The Montréal Ice Ballet. 
Galeries de la Capitale in Quebec City 
Place des Arts in Montréal 
Lise Watier’s new perfume Neige 
SnowBall in Ottawa 
The Bell Amphitheater inauguration 
The Molson Center inauguration 


USA 
Christmas on Ice in Fresno, California (TV) 
Caesars Palace in Lake Tahoe, Nevada 


INTERNATIONAL 
European tour with Holiday on Ice 


Stéphane has skated in more than 1000 Ice 
Shows around the world and more than 50 
competitions in his career. 


as well”. He is diligently working on 
the program he'll be performing in the 
competitions Masters level for adult 
males. He wants to incorporate moves 
that are more difficult, like triple twists 
and other jumps until he can do them 
perfectly. 


Even with his gold-rush victories last year, Stéphane is anxious about the 
upcoming games and the level of competition that will be there. Nonetheless he 
will do his best. For him it’s not so much about the winning but “simply doing 
what | love and skating with peace in my heart”. W 


Jesse Trautmann is a 24 year-old freelance writer living in 
Terente, He is also a student of journalism at Ryerson 
University. Check out his youth perspectives column in abOUT 
magazine and Turnstyle jor Gay Guide Toronto. 


Stéphane Vachon 


We'll do it with 
“time fo spore. 
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eggs for about 20 


| Remove the shells from the exe 
_ of the four colours. Cut each 


ce Water to prevent the yolks from turning grey. 
n the package. You only need to colour one 


’ mains sacha to the egg. If you are creative, 
ut be careful: ‘nor to remove the shards from the egs. 


lor dye and set aside. 


nits. Leave the shell on Noe stability. aric appearance. 
=€ tO ue aiden 


ou hould have an interesting marble effect i a 
© eggs into four pieces. 


_ Using one quarter of each of the coloured egss, reassemble into 2 new ege ad place gently 
into the hollow in the avocado. Depending on the size of the egg. you ve have to scoop 
t some of the avocado flesh to accommodate it. 


Sprinkle a few of the fresh berries about the plate. 


0 Drizzle a little of the oil, vinegar and Chambord over the salad and serve fimpediately. 
| This should be well-chilled, and served with a well-chilled Chardonnay or Semillon. 


d, blue and yellow colour — 
ich dessert. Bird’s Custard is inexpensive, fast and easy 
ly find’a recipe on the internet. 
rin the appetizer. You'll only need about a half an-ounce, but 
uubstitute any other liqueur , depending on taste. You oul, 
teh the Pert ies. 


couple. of 


perry, blue 


simmer 
woured. and 


cat leave it inseparate 
ite pretty any way you arrange it. 
‘custard should be medium thick and not 


berriés around and over the pasta. If you 
he paper shell has a texture sort of like 
vand pwcopably choke you: 


Ingredients: 


Lamb Racks: At least tw 
chops per person, plus a few ext 


STUFFING : 
____ | Red Delicious or M 


¢rown roast. Plan on four 


Apples : ac 
| large onion, sliced int 


‘Red Onion 


Lemon Juice: This is to prevent the ap 
in these recipes, plan to have about a half cup 
squirters is plenty, and good to have on hand for. 


CRUST 

Bread Crumbs About a half cup of fine crumbs to make a smooth paste. 
Garlic Half a bulb or more, depending on your taste and minced ve 
Mustard 
Egg: |: large egg. You can use the smaller ones (from the appetizer) if you like, but you will need 
to adjust the rest of the mixture to.account for the extra liquid. 

VEGETABLES 


Potatoes: You will need four medium sized potatoes, cut into quarters. | like the red-skinned ones 
for both flavor and color. If you can find the blue ones, they would be even more fun, but they are 
difficult to find. 


Yams: | chose these for their sweet flavor and bright color. You will need three or four ae per 
person, cut.into the same (roughly) size and shape as the potato quarters. 


2 or 3 tablespoons of Dijon. mustard depending on taste. 


Pears: 2 Bartlett pears, cored and quartered. Leave the skin on: Soak ina little lemon juice and 


water to prevent oxidization. 


Other Ingredients: 


Apple Cider: Strongbow cider has.a nice light flavor that works well as both a marinade and as 


a basting liquid. You will need about two bottles for the roast, but plan on more if you want to 
drink it while you work: 


Rosemary: Toss a few whole branches of fresh rosemary into the pot before you start adding the 


rest of the ingredients. It will provide a subtle flavour to the,sauce and make a pretty garnish later, — 


Olive Oil:You will need a couple of ounces of this, more or less. 

Green Beans:This choice is mostly about colour,and you’can use whatever colourful vegetable 
you like. Remember to keep these separate from the other vegetables, because these will be used 
as a garnish later. You will need three or four pieces per person. 

Method: 

1 ~Preheat the oven to-350° F i 
2 Make the crust. Mix the bread crumbs, minced garlic, mustard, beaten egg and a few drops of 


lemon juice into a thick paste. Smear the paste over the entire roast, leaving the bones bare. : 


The paste should be about a quarter of an inch thick. 


Cover the exposed bones with tin foil so that they don’t burn, At service time, you can replace 


the foil with little paper hats, if you like. Personally, | prefer the look of the foil just as well,and 
it’s less difficult to work with. 


Carefully place the roast into the center ofa deep roasting pan. 


To make the stuffing, mix the apples and the onions together, and pack them into the cavity in 
the centre of the roast. Cover this (only) with a piece of foil. Cut the foil and place it so that 
you can move it several times during the cooking process for basting and stirring. The foil will 
prevent the fruit from burning. 


Arrange the potatoes, yams and pears, around the roast on the bottom of the pan. If you forgot 
to put the: rosemary branches on the bottom, place them with the vegetables now. 


Mix the olive oil and one bottle of the cider together, and blend well.. Pour this evenly over the 
roast, the fruit and vegetables. 


Place the roast in the oven. This piece:will take an hour or more to cook. | like to leave about 
20 minutes between ‘courses, anyway, so time the appetizer to accommodate this. 


Every 15 minutes while the roast is cooking, pour a little more cider over the roast. Uncover 
and stir the fruit in the center a few times. 


When the roast is almost done (Medium rare is best, with an internal temperature of 150° to 
f55° F) remove from the oven. Turn the oven up to 400° F. Carefully move the vegetables and 
fruit into separate bowls, and place the lamb back into the oven fora few minutes to, brown 
slightly. Be careful as the roast is hot, and will burn easily. A couple of minutes should do it. 


Cook the green beans in salted boiling water for a few minutes, until they are tender but crisp. 
Drain the liquid from the pot, vegetables and fruit. Place the liquid into a saucepan and bring 
to a boil over high heat. 


Dissolve a tablespoon of corn starch in a half cup of water (or cider), and whip it into the 
boiling liquid, stirring briskly until the sauce thickens. Adjust the seasonings, if necessary (you 
may prefer.a little salt or pepper to kick the flavours, a bit). 


Place the roast in the center of a large serving platter. Arrange the vegetables around the roast, 
and put the fruit: back in the middle. Pour some of the sauce over the vegetables (not the 
fruit). This is mostly for presentation. If.you prefer to plate the dinner in the kitchen, omit the 
last step. 


Remove the garlic crust from the lamb before carving. Carve the roast by cutting between the 
bones.-You will wind up witha pile of lamb chops. Try to keep it tidy while you work. 


Place three or four chops on each plate. Arrange some of the vegetables and fruit in separate 
locations. Pour some of the sauce over the vegetables and the lamb. 


Garnish with the rosemary branches and green beans and serve immediately. 


This dish will especially enjoy a strong-flavoured wine like a Shiraz or Merlot. | prefer the 
Chateauneuf du Pape or Crozes Hermitage wines, but they tend to be a bit pricey. 


GLCSA 


Gay & Lesbian Community Service Association 


Welcome to our new Executive Director 
Tamrin Hidebrandt 


GLCSA has a new home! 
As of April, our offices will be located at 
Suite #4, 1230A 17th Avenue SW 


t's growing bigger and better every year! 
Be a part of the Unity Pages 2006 Calgary 
Gay & Gay-friendly Service and Business 
Directory 

Contact Jason Welisch at (403) 237-7735 
to secure your free listing or 

to get more information about advertising 


Education Resources Support Networking 


403.234.8973 www.glicsa.org 


#206, 223-12 Ave SW, Calgary AB .T2R 0G9 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY SERVICES ASSOCIATION 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


Take notice that the Annual General meeting of the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Services Association (GLCSA) will take place as follows: 


Friday, April 28, 2006 at 7:00 pm 
Old Y Common Room 
223 12th Avenue SW, Calgary 


The purpose of the Annual General Meeting is to: 


15 Accept the minutes of the last Annual General Meeting; 
Receive and act on the reports of the Board of Directors; 
Accept the audited financial statements and appoint the auditor for the 
upcoming year; 
Undertake business pertaining to current and future business operations of 
the Association; 
Elect the new Board of Directors. 


According to the by-laws of the Association, all members in good standing shall be 
entitled to one vote per member at the Annual General Meeting of the Association. 
Membership can be obtained/renewed at the GLCSA office or on location prior to the 
meeting. A member may appoint a person to represent him/her by proxy at the meeting 
provided that the member has notified the Secretary in writing of the representatives by 
proxy at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. 


Prospective members of the new Board should attend and be nominated by an 
Association member at the Annual General Meeting. Please call for further info. 


Following the meeting, please join us for a: 


Community Appreciation wine & cheese reception 


By attending the AGM, you can make your voice count by participating in discussions 
and voting (or running) for the next Board of Directors. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 


Danielle Ladouceur 
President, 2005-06 Board of Directors 
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Goodbye to 
the World’s 


Longest Pride 
Parade 


By Megan Mormon 


This June will mark the end 
of the six-year collaboration 
between both the Regina and 
Saskatoon Pride organizers 
around the provincial Saskatchewan Pride Parade. After meeting in September, 
board members of the Saskatoon Diversity Network (SDN) and Regina Pride 
Committee agreed to go their separate ways. 


“It was just time,’ says SDN Co-Chair Evelyn Reisner, currently serving her 
third year on the board. “The parade is the center of the festival and people have 
started counting on having one here every year.’ Both cities will host their own 
parades for the first time in June. But it’s been a long road, literally, to get to this 
point. 


In the spring of 2000, Saskatchewan’s Pride organizations were structured 
quite differently than they are today. Established in 1993, Saskatoon’s Pride was 
coordinated by a committee running out of Gay & Lesbian Health Services 
(GLHS) of Saskatoon, now known as the Avenue Community Centre. Regina’s 
first Pride was held in 1989. Everyone felt it was time for a parade, but it seemed 
like a risky undertaking for committees with already over-committed volunteer 
bases, no dedicated staff and respective annual budgets of less than $6,000. 
Besides, there hadn’t been a parade in Saskatchewan since the 1970’s; who knew 
if it would work? There was an obvious solution: cooperate. 


The benefits of making the Parade a provincial event were many. Collaborating 
on promotion theoretically took strain off the host city, while greatly increasing 
the number of potential attendees. It also encouraged tourism and participation 
in the other city’s events. The two Prides were scheduled back-to-back, so that 
the Parade ended the host city’s week and kicked off the other’s. Out-of-town 
participants were encouraged to car-pool and caravan for the two and a half 
hour drive, stopping midway in Chamberlain for a mini-parade. The tradition of 
caravanning float vehicles became known as “the world’s longest Pride parade”. 


The first Saskatchewan-wide parade was held in Regina; excited Saskatoon 
parade-goers poured down in vans and trucks filled with banners, flags and signs. 
On June 24, 2000, over 500 people (including one lone protestor) wound their 
way down Albert Street to the Legislature. Rain and lack of spectators failed to 
dampen the spirits of the marchers, who came from nearly forty gay and gay- 
friendly community groups, unions and businesses across the province. For 
organizers, it was a resounding success. 


It continued for the next five years, alternating between cities. Uniquely, it was 
the only Pride parade in the world to do so. For the first several years, the 
parade was more like a march: a colourful four-block stream of people chanting 
and waving banners. Recently organizers have encouraged more floats and other 
motorized entries, as well as participation from larger businesses and corporate 
sponsors. Saskatchewan isn’t commonly known as a gay destination, but the 
Parade has drawn visitors from all over western Canada, as far away as Winnipeg, 
Vancouver and ZO EOne 
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Although their arrangement worked well in the beginning, it eventually became 
a hindrance for the quickly developing organizations. Says Reisner of SDN, “the 
success of the parade has allowed us to grow in ways we wouldn’t have thought 
possible seven years ago. ... We depend on the parade’s momentum to carry 
people’s interest.” 


Indeed, some who aren’t regularly involved in the LGBT community believed 
the Saskatchewan Pride Parade was Pride. On years when the parade was in 
Regina, many people, including some advertisers and sponsors, found the 
arrangement confusing and didn’t realize that the rest of Saskatoon’s Pride went 
on as usual and vice versa. 


In addition, traveling to another city can be too much to ask of small commu- 
nity groups with limited resources, like high school gay-straight alliances. 
Organizers hope having two parades will encourage more friendly organizations 
and businesses to get in the habit of participating. SDN doesn’t expect that the 
change will lead to a noticeable drop in attendance, and believes the regularity 
an annual parade will provide will outweigh any loss of participation from out- 
of-towners. 


Another challenge of collaboration was the cities’ differing visions and 


approaches to funding. Regina Pride has developed strong relationships with 
local businesses and earns much of its income through advertising and ticket 
sales. SDN has adopted an arts-based funding strategy, and receives most of its 
budget for cultural programming from governmental grants. Now incorporated 
with a 2006 annual budget of nearly $30,000 and a healthy database of volun- 


teers, the parade is no longer a serious hurdle for Saskatoon organizers. The 
2005 post-parade community fair drew three times as many visitors as in the 
previous year, when the parade had occurred in Regina the weekend before. 
Reisner points out that the City of Saskatoon was chosen as one of Canada’s 
Cultural Capitals, and celebrates its own centennial in 2006. She says, “It’s the 
perfect time to strike out on our own”. 


At their September meeting in Regina, organizers discussed ways to keep alive 
the spirit of provincial cooperation. Organizers brainstormed strategies for co- 
promotion and promoting tourism and exchange between the two events. There 
was also agreement that it’s important to keep reaching out to emerging LGBT 
communities in smaller cities like Moose Jaw and Prince Albert, as well as rural 
queers. 


The Saskatoon Pride Festival runs June 10-17 with the theme Queer We Go 
Again! Saskatoon’s first solo parade will be Saturday, June 17, followed by a 
community fair with food, beverage gardens and live entertainment at the 
Kiwanis Park bandshell. Other festival events include video screenings, bowling 
and pool tournaments, performances and Family Day in the Park. Visit saska- 
toonpride.ca or email info@saskatoonpride.ca for more information. Regina 
Pride’s parade and festival will also take place in June. For more information 
about Regina Pride, email atnemrot@hotmail.com or visit glcrca. W 


s and rhubarb rock; she can be found online at 
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Opera is Alive and Well 


By Darrin Hagen 


For a glimpse into the future, there’s no better place to look than to the 
programming at the Edmonton Opera for the two seasons past. 


Brian Deedrick is between rehearsals for Ruccini’s La Boheme when we chat, 
but rather than exhausted, he seems exhilarated. As the Edmonton Opera 
comes to the end of its first season in the newly renovated Jubilee Auditorium, 
Deedrick has a chance to reflect on two seasons of immense challenge and 
creativity. 


Deedrick has been at the helm of the Edmonton Opera during some of the 
most daring programming the company has ever seen. Some of the daring was 
born out of necessity, as the company was shut out of its home performance 
space for a season. But rather than shut down for a year while the renovations 
proceeded, Deedrick swung the concept of an opera season, bringing some very 
innovative programming to the forefront. 


Opera is not dead, Deedrick insists. And one look at the exciting 
performances the company has brought to its audience confirms it. 


From the revolutionary theatrical impact of The Emperor of Atlantis (an opera 
written by prisoners in a Nazi concentration camp, performed side-by-side with 
a play about the creation of the opera), to the intimacy of songs Kurt Weill in 
Weill in Weimar, 1929, to the spectacular daring artistry of the recent Bluebeard’s 
Castle (created by Canadian theatrical visionary Robert Lepage), Deedrick and 
company have pushed the envelope of an opera season by presenting sometimes 
obscure, always challenging work that lies 
far outside the lines of an ordinary opera 
season. 


It’s a challenge that the company was 
presented with when the Jubilee Auditorium 
announced a year-long closure. Such an 
announcement may have shut down 
previous seasons at the opera; instead, 
Deedrick seized the opportunity to 
stretch the limits of opera. 


Patricia O'Callaghan 
& Scott Scully 


“In retrospect, having survived it, | would 
have to say it’s been some of the most 
exciting art I’ve ever worked on,” explains 
Deedrick as he prepares to launch yet 
another groundbreaking season. “I feel 
that in addition to challenging the tradi- 
tional opera audience, we are building the 
audience of tomorrow.’ 


He points to the success of the Explorer’s Club, a program the EO established 
to attract a younger crowd to see one of the older art forms. Aimed at the 
eighteen to twenty-nine year old demographic, the program is to develop the 
taste of the young audience. “As a person matures, so does a person’s tastes. 
The evolution of individual taste means that eventually one has to move on, to 
develop a sophistication of taste.’ Deedrick has seen many young people move 
from the Tuesday and Thursday Explorer’s Club crowd, to the more committed 
opening night crowd. “They see what's happening and they want to be a part of it.” 


He is also emboldened by the response of the young audiences at the student 
matinees that are part of the rehearsal process. During a recent performance of 
Bluebeard’s Ghost, Deedrick watched “800 kids literally gasp when the three dead 
brides rose from the lake of blood. And to stand outside and hear those same 
kids saying things like ‘| didn’t know opera could do that’ confirms that opera is 
not only alive, but the form is flourishing. The combination of new operas and a 
constant re-examination of the classics means that opera is always being looked 
at in a different way.’ 


One look at the upcoming season shows a fascinating mix of traditional opera, 
produced with a modern sensibility in mind. “The theme is Come To Your Senses. 
It’s a bridging year,’ he says of the 2006-2007 season. “It’s a mix of three familiar 
titles, presented in a whole new context.” It’s also the final three-show season, 
a reduction that EO was forced to accommodate a few years back due to 
financial constraints. 


The season launches in November with a brand-new production of Don 
Giovanni to celebrate the anniversary of Mozart’s birthday. Directed by 
Deedrick himself, it is a perfect example of “bridging”: a classic opera favourite, 
destined to please the more traditional opera audience, but a totally fresh 
production. Then, in response to the calls for more comedy, audiences will get 
to view a totally whacky production of The Barber of Seville, directed by Michael 
Cavanagh. But the big finish of the season, and sure to be the most-talked-about, 
is Verdi’s Macbeth, which marks the first time the opera has been performed in 


Michelle Milenkovic, (Left). / 


tt Scully, Sheri Somerville 


three decades. Deedrick is tangibly excited when he speaks of the computer- 
generated sets of Macbeth, another reinvention of a classic that is destined to 
thrill younger audiences at the same time it pleases the more traditional opera 
crowd. 


“It’s all about creating art that will be talked about past the parking lot,” he 
adds. “The theme for this season is definitely reinvention.” 


For his own reinvention, Deedrick again follows his passions every summer. 
For the past seven years, he has traveled to Berlin, a city that has a magical hold 
on his soul. “It was my Shirley Maclean experience in the early 90’s. When | 
stepped off the train, | knew | was revisiting a place that had a hold on me.” And 
so, every summer, you can find Deedrick in Berlin, giving walking tours of the city 
he fell in love with. “It replenishes me, and inspires me. In those two months 
when | don’t do opera, | like to take a step as far sideways as | can.” 


Until then, Deedrick has no problems being invigorated by what he does the 
rest of the year. “I’m excited by how Edmonton Opera is evolving. I’m exhila- 
rated when the numbers start to. climb. Ultimately, | want to be able to look 
back and see that | made a difference.” W 
Darrin Hagen is the author of one book 


wearing a dress. He is currently working ¢ 
Edmenton Queen”. 


Photos from the Opera Weill in Weimar by: Ellis Brothers Photography 
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A Star Is Born 


By Ralph Higgins 


Every actor is keenly aware of the precarious nature of his profession; every 
producer knows that only the caprice of Fate will decree whether his play will be 
a roaring success or a dismal failure. If you are looking for security, become a 
doctor or an accountant; don’t go into the theatre. 


For the Atlantic Theatre Festival the question of survival has been a steady 
companion since the founding of the company in 1994 when Michael Bawtree and 
four others decided to establish a “not-for-profit society with the goal of bringing 
world-class professional theatre to the Annapolis Valley region of Nova Scotia”. 
They knew it was a big dream and a huge risk but for those who make their life 
in the theatre, dreams are everyday materials and risks only sharpen the creative 
skills. 


That the Atlantic Theatre Festival came into being at all is something of a 
miracle. Just creating the physical location was an enormous undertaking: An old 
hockey arena was completely gutted and a beautiful 500-seat theatre, complete 
with thrust stage, was constructed. Government support was strong, local 
businesses were excited and droves of volunteers pitched in. The energy was 
electric and hopes were high. 


And all of it happened because of Michael Bawtree, whose vision, drive, 
unflagging energy and contagious enthusiasm brought the ATF to life. None of it 
would have happened without him. Bawtree has a long involvement in the theatre: 
acting, teaching, directing and producing, in places as diverse as Stratford, Banff, 
Finland and New York. In 1986 he came to Wolfville to become director of 
theatre at Acadia University and promptly fell in love with the area surrounded 
by fertile orchards and farmlands snug on the shores of the Bay of Fundy. 


The Annapolis Valley has a long history of theatre. As early as 1604, French 
settlers at Port Royal alleviated boredom (and the possibility of mutiny) with 
feasting and masques establishing the Order of Good Cheer. Even before the advent 
of the ATF, the small university town of Wolfville had been the birthplace of 
several remarkable theatrical events. In the late 1960’s—at a time when no major 
performers ever appeared east of Montréal—Jack Sheriff, an English professor at 
Acadia University, established Theatre Arts Festival International, which attracted 
acts as diverse as Donovan, the Bolshoi Ballet and Joan Baez. A few years later, 
Mermaid Theatre, the internationally renowned touring children’s theatre, had its 
beginnings here. 


Despite the strong theatre tradition, the Atlantic Theatre Festival faced great 
challenges. Yet, early indications were very positive. Christopher Plummer gave 
enthusiastic public support. Michael Langham, the pre-eminent Shakespearean 
director and an old friend of Bawtree’s, was induced to direct the first production. 
The Tempest opened on June 16, 1995 to glowing reviews. Over the next few 
years, in addition to The Bard, the works of Ibsen, Wilde, Chekhov and Shaw came 
to dazzling life on stage. Megan Follows played to sold out houses as Nora in A 
Doll’s House. Critical opinion was unanimous: this was indeed world-class theatre. 
Three million dollars a year flowed into the local economy through restaurants, 
hotels, local shops and enterprises. Significantly, close to seventy percent of the 
audience were local valley residents. 


Hilary Graham spent nine summers as stage manager at the ATF and describes 
with great affection those early years: “It was like the very first time you worked 
in a theatre and could see the possibilities before you. All problems could be 
solved; the important thing was the play that was being put onstage. Everyone 
who worked there was made to feel that they were part of the production, that 
they all had a stake in the place.’ Graham liked it so much in fact, that she moved 
to Wolfville. “l am a Maritimer now, my mother has joined me here and it is our 
home. | will always be grateful to ATF for bringing me here, and for bringing 
together such a wonderful group of people to work with.” 


Even so, there were problems. Revenue, grants and sponsorships never quite 
kept up with the cost of mounting large productions. Additionally, there were 
conflicts among board members over vision and conviction for the future. Over 
the years, smaller productions were staged, board members changed, different 
budgets and fundraising strategies were tried. Then, in 2004 the last minute 
cancellation of some key government funding put the kybosh on the season. For 
the first time since its inception, there was no Atlantic Theatre Festival that 
summer. 


It could have ended there. Everyone could have said, “Well, we gave it a good 
run but now it’s time to let it go”. But many were unwilling to let the dream die. 
Chief among those determined to keep the ATF alive, was Michael Bawtree. A 
renewal campaign was undertaken, entitled A Star Is Reborn. The ATF may have 
stumbled but they would not let her fall. 


Bawtree remains passionate about the value of classic theatre while acknowl- 
edging the necessity of change. The new vision of ATF includes modern works 
with political and social commentary as well as established classics, and the 
company will be active year round in all aspects of theatre such as training young 
people, encouraging local talent and working with schools. 


Another cautious but firm step forward will happen this year. The play and 
location are not finalized as of this writing (see atf.ns.ca for details) but whether 
it happens in the theatre—built by and for the festival—or elsewhere, theatre- 
goers will have a Summer of Laughter as the Atlantic Theatre Festival once again 
takes to the stage. 


There comes a point when every theatrical enterprise must answer the 
question posed by Noel Coward in his satirical song, Why Must The Show Go On? 
Andria Lehr, current chair of the board and one of ATF’s founders, believes that 
“in the prevailing madness that widens the gulf between us and them and escalates 
fear, theatre reminds us of our collective humanity.... by showing those things that 
are common among all people, regardless of race, creed or gender.’ 


A quick glance at any newspaper will show that we need theatre, now more 
thanever. W 
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By Daniel Wylie & Michael Sinnott 


With the First WorldOutgames slated to start in about four months, | found 
myself thinking about how being gay in Montréal and Québec has evolved since | 
first came out. It was exhilarating and yet daunting to come out in the 70’s. Gay 
Montréal then was a very different place than it is today. | sometimes marvel at 
how younger members of our community take for granted the rights and benefits 
that we enjoy today. Here are some of the experiences that got us to where we 
are today. 


Montréal has always been known as an open and tolerant city,a place one goes 
to enjoy oneself. There is a long history of places where gay people over the 
decades were able to congregate and meet. By the time that | came out at the 
age of nineteen in 1975, the gay area of the city could be found in the west end, 
primarily between Peel and Stanley Streets to Guy Street along Ste-Catherine 
Street. | was like a kid in a candy store. There were leather bars, gay taverns, 
dance clubs, drag clubs, strip joints and close by bath houses. Dances sponsored 
by university gay groups attracted thousands to their auditoriums. To be young 
and gay in Montréal was awesome but still very different from other large urban 
areas in North America. While gay people in the 70’s felt ostracized by society, 
there was something different about being gay in Québec culture. | remember 
going to a bar/restaurant called the “Gant de Velours” which offered a beautiful 
roast beef dinner on Sundays. When | arrived, | found that it was filled with 
families consisting of gay couples surrounded by their parents, grandparents, 
brothers, sisters and their children enjoying a family dinner together. To be gay 
for many Québécois families just was not an issue. 


At that time, LGBT activism in Montréal was practically non-existent. What 
was unique to Montréal was St. Laurent Boulevard. This street represented the 
linguistic divide between the French and English communities. The English 
community had started to build some institutions with the founding of “GayLine” 
in 1976, but the French homosexual community spent more of its energies on the 
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“National Question” believing that homosexuals would be better protected in an 
independent Québec. This divergence vanished when events transpired that 
threatened the entire gay community. On October 22, 1977 in what has been 
billed as Montréal’s “Stonewall” event, the Montréal police raided the Truxx bar 
complex (which included Le Mystique which still exists) on Stanley Street. They 
charged 146 men with being found-ins in a common bawdyhouse. It was the 
largest number of arrests since the War Measures Act had been invoked during 
the October Crisis in 1970. | had been at Le Mystique just fifteen minutes before 
the raid took place and | had friends in the bar when the police entered. As 
reported in The Body Politic, “More than fifty uniformed and plainclothes police 
from the divisional morality, mobile and technical squads carried off the raid. The 
heavily armed members of the technical squad entered with bullet-proof vests 
and at least two machine guns.” The arrested, including my friends, were forced 
to take ‘compulsory’ VD tests and were subjected to much verbal abuse. The 
ordeal, for some, lasted up to fifteen hours that night. While some would plead 
guilty to the charges, a majority did not and were finally vindicated five years later. 


The news of the raid spread like wildfire in the community. | can remember 
saying to myself that | must have had horseshoes (where the sun don’t shine) to 
have just missed being arrested. The next morning it was front page news and 
you could feel the anger rising in the community. The word went out that there 
was to be a demonstration on Stanley Street and to come prepared. On October 
23, over two thousand gay men (and some women) demonstrated to protest the 
raid and arrests. | was there. The anger and the feeling of righteousness was 
everywhere. English and French members of the community were there to speak 
with one voice; we would no longer tolerate this abuse by the authorities. Police 
attempted to break-up the demonstration by driving their motorcycles into the 
crowd and brandishing their Billy clubs. | can remember kicking out towards the 
cops on motorcycle, not caring what might happen to me if | got arrested. Gays 
were not going to go away this time! 


It is somewhat ironic that less than two months later, on December 15, 1977, 
the Parti Québécois government as a result of meetings between the Québec 
Human Rights Commission and members of the ADGQ (LAssociation pour les 
droits des gais du Québec—The Association for the rights of gays in Québec) 
would be the first Canadian province and the largest jurisdiction in North 
America at that time, to add “sexual orientation” to it’s Charter of Human Rights 
as a grounds for protection. 


The raids by police did not stop with the descent on Truxx. On October 21, 
1978, twenty-two men were arrested as found-ins at the Dominion Square 
Tavern. On April 23, 1980, police raided Sauna David a gay bathhouse, and arrest 
sixty-one men on bawdyhouse charges. On April 26, 1980, large demonstrations 
took place at Stanley and Ste-Catherine streets and finally on June 2, 1984 police 
raided the popular leather bar Bud’s which was also on Stanley Street, where 
eight men were charged as bawdy-house keepers, 122 as found-ins and another 
thirty-three with gross indecency. The Bud’s raid was the final nail in the coffin 
for the bars and gay businesses in the downtown core. Most would close or move 
to the east-end where the gay village is today. The Bud’s raid was the last large 
scale bust of gays in Montréal. It took many years, many arrests and many hard 
fought battles but the police exploitation of the LGBT community would 
diminish. So when athletes participate as openly gay men and women at the 
WorldOutgames we need to stop, remember, reflect and honor the memory of 
these events and the people who made it possible for us to be where we are 


Photo Credit : Montreal Skyline viewed from the parc Jean-Drapeau courtesy 
of Tourism Montreal 
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Spring is a time when flowers 
bloom, birds are chirping and mud 
puddles scream to be jumped in. 
After being cooped up in dreary 
winter layers, we're feeling more 
than a little rambunctious. It’s time 
for some color damn it! Go out 
and Pick a Fight! 


No more offering to pay 
for drinks. It’s settled by 
who has the biggest...biceps. 
Ken weighs in with Ed Hardy 
Jeweled Tiger hat, Boysco 
blazer over Dom Rebel pink 
vintage couture T and Hugo 
Boss jeans. Marlon pimps it 
South Beach style in deep 
sea satin Versace button up 
and paisley mother of pearl 
Versace suit. 


Strength comes from 
within, but just in case, look 
tough in this Boysco robin's 
égg knit top or Hugo Boss 2 
pocket rose button up with 
] Lindeberg dress slacks at 
the Elixer Bar. Ali fashions 
graciously provided — by 
Boysco. Visit boysco.com 


All champs train to win. 
Eye of the Tiger baby! 
Sweat it out in this black 
Moschino top and white 
stretch Versace Sport pant. 
Get spotted in GStar camo 
pants and white Versace 
Sport hoodie at the Opus 
Hotel fitness centre! 


You gotta know when 
to hold ‘em and know 
when to draw the big 
guns under the table. Ken 
wears Belstaff ‘Black Prince’ 
leather over Dom Rebel 
vintage couture T with 
Goorin ‘Cock’ trucker hat. 
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An upper. cut dig 
deeper with so 
serious bling. Pair up thi 
Versace studded diamond © 
belt with a pinky ring — 
suited for a street fight or 
a cup of tea. Superdry 
military issue jacket over - 
SunKing lemon sunset T 
and 7 shredded denim. 


Get a killer look 
in this blood red 
and midnight V- 
Neck knit- and 
JLindeberg dress 
slack. 


Sticks and stones 
may...and damn, that 
feels good baby! 
Marlon dodges a left 
hook in the GStar 
Para-trooper jacket 
and hat over Trovata 
striped polo. 


Special Thanks to: 


Location: 
Opus Hotel 
opushotel.com 
Wardrobe: 
Boysco 
boysco.com 
Photography: 
Dany Papineau 
mydigitalhead.com 
Make-Up: 
Andrea Wells : : 
Models: | [aa It takes balls to hit a guy, but even bigger balls to kiss a guy. Kiss and 
Marlon McKenzie ‘ make-up fashionably in studded Rock & Republic blue jean. Shot on 


Ken Rose location in a Luxury Executive Suite at the Opus Hotel, Vancouver’s 
premiere boutique fashion residence. Visit opushotel.com 
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Planning an event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at (604) 685-1377 
and he'll see about covering it in 
Out & About. 
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Estate Planning Seminar 
April 2nd 11am 
FREE BRUNCH WITH TICKET 
RSVP to 403.243.6784 


Saturday May 6 
Beswick Fundraiser 
Silent Auction 


Buffet Brunch every Sunday in April 


11AM to 2PM 
For further information visit us on the web 


www.money-pennies.com 
1742 10th Avenue SW Calgary AB 403.263.7411 


Y outh Leadership Retreat 
fostering, youth, tesiliency, energy, fun, leadership, yeah! 


BIQ and allied youth leaders 
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HOROSCOPE re: 


April will turn wet and Wilde and why not? There’ll be plenty 
of planetary action going on with all four personal planets 
changing signs. Don’t cling to old notions about what should and 
should not be. Just be. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Proud Rams can get a dose of the moody blues throughout April. Use it to 

= your advantage! There will be emotional watery energy just waiting to be 
tapped and gush—and you will never seem so attractive to others. So, don’t stay 
home and phone it in. Go out and ply your trade with beautiful poetry, myste- 
rious love notes and a sensitive keen eye. Hmmm, who is this stranger?? 


# TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Queer Bulls will draw in new friends by the crateload in April. Some of them 
may be unorthodox and unusual and create a very interesting social environ- 
ment. Did | say “interesting”? | meant crazy and uncontrollable. And, with 

race, you’ll take it all in stride and manage to rise above the pres melee. 
efore you know it, you'll be elected leader of the pack. But pack of what? 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


It may be a good idea to get some sage advice before you undertake any 
professional action in April. You have been working hard, putting in the hours as 
well as the sweat equity and now you'll feel that this is the time for payback. Is 
life fair? There are political potholes that need to be filled. Pink Twins are awash 
with optimism. Don’t forget to wash your neck too. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Pink Crabs will have that get up and go in April. So, what are you waiting for? 
Get up and go, go, go! Do you have a hankering for exotic adventure, wide vistas 
and beautiful sunsets? And yet, as much and as far as you can travel, you may 
never quite be able to cut the cord to the office. Choose one thing or another 
but don’t try to do both. The job can wait. Your sanity can’t. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


@ There are too many secret enemies plotting to stab you in the back whenever 
3) . they damn please. Now proud Lions can exact their revenge with relish. You will 
“se be able to see under the surface, divine others’ ulterior motives and enlist help 
from powerful sources. This April you’ll be in a prime position to reap the 


benefits and avoid the consequences. Some folks have all the luck. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Don’t be coy and shy, queer Virgin. That won’t get you what you need. And 
ou need mucho affection. Come out with it and tell lovers how to scratch your 
itch. Honesty has its payoffs too. Relationships will be cemented and become 
much closer. But turn on the charm as high as you do the demand. You can 
attract more with sugar than with vinegar. Err insects...? 


LIBRA 


re While life may be all sugar and spice, attending to health issues in April can 

“= only benefit you now. Improving your diet and exercise will enable you to 

a=am== increase your capacity to pour on the effort in work and in any nee of partner- 
ship—business or pleasure. Gay Libras have it easier than most folks. You are 
improving on perfection rather than building from the ground up. 


(SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


April will turn on the spigot of fun and proud Scorps can find it anywhere they 

o. Hit all the hot spots and see if you can raise the temperature a few more 

egrees. There will be opportunities to press and impress. So party hearty you 

party hound. And while you are at it, expand your horizons to other “fun” parts 
of the world. Are there any anymore? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


Gay Archers will be in a “planning phase” all through April. Maybe that is 
because pres ongoing low level dissatisfaction with certain home or family situa- 
tions will rise and can no longer be deferred. Patience may be a virtue but virtue 
alone does not feed the inner soul. So plan what you want to do, when you want 
to do it and with whom you want to do it. Then what? Stay tuned... 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


Although they say that actions speak louder than words, it turns out that 
words get you further than actions this April. Pink Caps have to accomplish a 
few things especially at work and what better way to get what you than by just 
asking rather than by doing? Think strategically and build alliances that can do 
the dirty work for you. Save your energy for love, not war bubbele. 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


If your finances have had some of their ups and mainly their downs, you’ll be 
able to bring them back down to earth in April. A pride parade of personal 
planets rounds up, lassoes and hogties your bucks. Not a moment too soon 
Aqueerius. Everything you want to do has a cost associated with it. Even staying 
home can be expensive if those randy bucks knock on your front door. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


You'll not only have great insight and inspiration this April, you can use it to 
your advantage when fishing in new social pools. The planets posit you in the 
center of all the action. What can you do to maximize the opportunity? Pack 
the right bait in your can and put your pole in the water, Guppie. You never know 
whom you will hook. Reel them tn and see if they look too fishy. 


Notes from Carnegie Hall 


By Michael Wright 


For two hours one frosty February night in New York City, the world sang out 
onstage at Carnegie Hall. 


Dr.Tim Seelig, artistic director and conductor of Dallas’ Turtle Creek Chorale, 
had the vision to bring together choruses from around the world, along with the 
New England Symphonic Ensemble to perform two moving works: When We No 
Longer Touch and Sing for the Cure. 


The two works on the program that evening had never previously been 
performed on the same bill, although each had been used by people all over the 
world to raise awareness in the respective fights against AIDS and breast cancer. 
The performers wore red and pink ribbons in support of those causes. 


The lobby of the Grand Hyatt Hotel hummed with excitement throughout the 
afternoon and evening on the Thursday before the concert, as singers arrived 
from Canada, South Africa, France and all around the United States. They were 
members of GALA Choruses, the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc., 
an organization committed to serving the LGBT Choral Movement. And they 
were here to come together as one voice to sing at the grand dame of concert 
venues, Carnegie Hall. 


Rehearsals began promptly at nine on Friday morning. Members of the New 
York City Gay Men’s Chorus were there to welcome us to their city, and after 
managing a few organizational details, the first of several three-hour rehearsals 
began. Later that afternoon, the Sing For the Cure choir rehearsed, as did the New 
England Symphonic Ensemble that evening. Through it all, Tim (Seelig) charmed 
us with his enthusiasm and sense of humour, educating the throng on the multi- 
syllabic vowel pronunciations for which Texans are famous. (How long can you 
draw out the word “precious’?...among others!) Dr. Seelig’s instruction in voice 
production was first rate, and the choristers felt privileged to be working with 
such a master of his art. 


To say that Tim led us through the gamut of emotions during the rehearsal 
periods would be to grossly understate the case. Knowing that most, if not all 
of the singers would have had their lives touched in some way by AIDS or breast 
cancer (or both), he asked us to envision afflicted friends and loved ones as we 
rehearsed specific pieces, and to let our feelings ebb and flow naturally as we 
sang. Tidal waves of emotion filled the room as we sang (for those who could 
continue singing) and as the music faded, the singers became aware of their 
emotional preparedness for the Sunday performance: we had acknowledged, 
revisited and faced—indeed ‘sung through’—the complex emotions each 
brought to this experience from their own lives. 


Saturday brought more rehearsals and preparation—with a focus on voice 
production technique, and the development of a unified choral sound. With so 
many dialects and accents from around the globe, not to mention musical styles, 
achieving the cohesive and balanced sound that Tim wanted was no easy task. 
But by the end of the day, the sound that we strove to achieve was there. 


Finally, the day of the concert arrived. 


At 5:30, the singers were ushered into Orchestra Room One, backstage at 
Carnegie Hall. We had been warned by John Liepold, Director of Concert 
Operations that it would be a “‘little cozy” backstage and, as the room filled and 
filled some more, we found ourselves shoulder to shoulder with our colleagues 
in song. Once arranged in our entrance formation, the four hundred singers filed 
through a single entrance and stepped on to that world-famous stage. John had 
also advised us that once we stepped onto the stage, we should “absorb the 
feeling of being on the stage where Tchaikovsky conducted the opening concert, 
and luminaries ranging from (Vladimir) Horowitz to Judy Garland had 
performed. Look around the hall and drink it all in.’ As if this weren’t enough, 
this rehearsal was also our first time working with the orchestra—the New 
England Symphonic Ensemble—and the excitement mounted as we made our 
way through that final dress rehearsal and returned to the Orchestra Room to 
await our performance call. 


The buzz of excitement and anticipation permeated the room. At last, we 


were called. As we wove our way through the backstage, many deep breaths 
were taken so as to be clear and focused for what would be for most of us a 
once-in-a-lifetime event. 


And then...onstage! Once settled into our places, one could notice the eager 
audience, who filled about two thirds of the 2,800 seat Isaac Stern Auditorium. 
The beautifully gilded and restored hall seemed to vibrate as the stage filled with 
performers. At last, Dr. Seelig made his entrance onstage. He smiled, raised his 
hands and the concert began! And the sound that Dr. Seelig had worked to hard 
to achieve was there...with full orchestra and glorious soloists. As we sang 
through the movements of our respective works, Tim had indeed prepared us for 
those highly emotional moments and we were able to maintain our composure 
(and our pitch!) even though, for many, our hearts swelled with emotion. 


All too soon, the concert ended, with much enthusiastic cheering and applause 
from an appreciative audience. 


But the evening was not yet over. After the concert, all four hundred plus 
performers were whisked off to the Chelsea Piers to board The Spirit of New 
York for a harbour dinner cruise. A hearty—and most welcome—buffet dinner, 
followed by an evening of cocktails, dancing and marveling at the Manhattan 


Calgary Men's Chorus 


skyline as we sailed down the Hudson to Liberty 
Island, where the Statue of Liberty towered over 
us, glowing in the night sky. It was a perfect 
ending to a memorable performance at one of 
the most famous concert halls in the world. 


Sidebar: About GALA Choruses: To quote the 
program notes from the Carnegie concert: 
“Dedicated to changing the world through song, 
GALA Choruses supports more than 180 
choruses and 10,000 singers. GALA Choruses 
produces choral festivals, educational confer- 
ences and several publications. It engages in 
advocacy, provides grants for the commissioning 
of new choral works, facilitates metworking 
within the Association, and serves as a resource center for choruses and 
individual associates from around the world.’ For more information about 
GALA Choruses visit galachoruses.org. W 


Photos courtesy of Bryan Stuart and Greg Oudman 
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Friends vs. Boyfriends 


By Jesse Trautmann 


If you’ve been looking to get rid of an annoying friend that you no longer want 
hanging out with your clique, the answer is simple. Get them a boyfriend. 


There is an unspoken, almost invisible divide between singles and couples. This 
became clear to me one day while | was out and about and | ran into my friend 
Andy and his boyfriend, both of whom | hadn’t seen in.eight months. | was 
surprised to see how genuinely overjoyed Andy was to see me, as | assumed he 
had disappeared, or that he didn’t like me anymore. We greeted and | congrat- 
ulated them on making it this far in their relationship. 


We said our goodbyes and pleasantly made plans that both of us knew would 
never materialize. This is not an isolated incident. Thinking back to all the friends 
I’ve lost contact with, | now realize that our friendships dissipated as soon as 
their relationships got serious. This doesn’t happen overnight, but after a while, 
you can see your coupled friends straining to assemble plans involving both their 
boyfriend and friends as if it’s a chore. 


At first, couples stop coming out to the bars and clubs—which is understand- 
able. Soon, however, they begin to miss get-togethers, holidays and even birth- 
days. Phone calls become few-and-far between and eventually stop all together. 
My cell’s phonebook is a graveyard of people’s numbers | never use anymore. 
They virtually dropped off the face of the planet. I’m not a total victim here 
because it’s true, | stopped calling them too, but after so many cancellations, 
excuses and no-shows the logical thing to do is give up. 


Anyone can tell you that the two lifestyles—singledom and coupledom—are 
very different, but what | don’t understand is how it can so easily escalate into 
no contact at all. Could it be that single friends become as useless and extra- 
neous as someone buying a home with their partner but still keeping their 
bachelor apartment? 


To save myself from sounding like a bitter, whiney, single fag | grab my cell and 
decided to do a little test midday one Thursday, ensuring that | would get only 
answering machines. | left messages for six names from the graveyard: three 
single friends and three coupled ones. By Friday night, all three of my single 
friends returned my call but a week later still no response from any of my 
coupled friends. 


Suddenly the phrase ‘men come and go but friends last forever’ loses all validity 
unless the next line goes ‘until they get a man’. 


Friends are together through the best of times and more importantly, they 
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stick around during the worst. We spend time with each other to keep from 
being alone. We share the pain of having no one, yet fall apart so easily in the 
wake of having someone. 


| asked around and got a few insights on the subject. 


Marcello, who has been in a long term relationship for seven years, said that 
single friends get jealous and the situation gets to a point where “the couple 
pretends like nothing has changed and the single friends are too stubborn to fight 
for a friendship they think is unwanted”. 


My single friend Dan provided a cheesy yet funny observation because of the 
truth behind it. “Friends are boyfriends without the sex,’ he said, “It’s like 
choosing between apples and oranges, but you'll loose because you're not 
offering the banana.” 


To be fair, there is a flip side to the situation. “| know of many cases where a 
relationship is spoiled because the partner cannot get between a friendship and 
can’t get to number one’, said John, also single. 


A few weeks pass. Still no phone call from Andy—nor do | call him. Whether 
| like it or not, the reality is he’s moved on to another stage in his life. | should 
be happy for him but | can’t help but hold a grudge. It will always feel like the 
first weeks in high school when your only friend leaves you for the ‘cooler’ kids 
and you realize you were merely a stepping-stone. 


So to all you coupled guys out there, pick up your phones and call a single 
friend you’ve been neglecting. We don’t hate you; we hate not having you in our 
lives. It’s a smart idea to keep in good contact with friends because when you 
break-up with your boyfriend they're the first ones you're going to come running 
to. 


Sure |’m pissed off now, but if a good friend ever has to move back into his 
bachelor apartment after a break-up, I'll be the first one there to help him move 
in. That’s what friends are for. Ain’t no boyfriend can offer that. W 


jesse Trautmann is a 25-year-old writer living in Toronto. He is 2 Journalism 
é ‘s a@ je 
student ot Ryerson University and can reached at jessetra@hotmail.com 
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EYE ON TORONTO 


By Shaun Proulx 


There, that wasn’t so bad, was it? With winter officially over, the first sign of 
spring in the city is here: out of hibernation homos bustling everywhere. 


Like to the finale of Zelda’s Drag Idol 4, which will explode all over the place 
April 4 at the Toronto burger ‘n’ drag institution. So far this cycle, audiences have 
seen sluts on stage, whores on parade, disco versus rock‘n’ roll, medley mayhem 
and some scary impersonations like Terri Steven’s deadly Reba McEntire or the 
you-either-loved-it-or-hated it seventeen-minute Young & Restless scene study 
by one warped Justine Touch. While | had assumed the baby queens in this year’s 

- = competition would be kicked off stage ass 
over tea kettle by stalwart pros, like competi- 
tors Stevens or Jackae Baker, turns out those 
two veterans both got the boot relatively 
early in competition. Meow, kittens! Come 
the grand finale, | hope and pray it’s so 
raucous the police get called, just like the 


will be supplied by the folks at Cruiseline; the same gang responsible for the fact 
the ‘8’ button on my phone is completely worn down. 


It’s almost Toronto Pride, too—just over two months until the hap-happiest 
time. This year’s theme (don’t you just love a theme?) is “Fearless”, and to 
demonstrate that, two male couples have been chosen as Grand Marshals—both 
couplings have existed for fifty fearless years. Supporting Our Youth and Prime 
Timers are the honoured groups. 


Then, of course, are the Pride weekend parties and planning is well underway. 
One Pride bash that’s pretty much a lock is Steve Buczek’s Saturday night leather 
blowout, The Beef Ball at the Opera House—a venue that should probably be 
renamed the Leather Lair for all the dark and dirty soirées it hosts. Buczek’s 
reputation for great times, fair prices and promoter professionalism is now solid 
in the community and beyond, and he’s risen up the promo ladder quickly 
because of it. 


Alas, not all local promoters share Buczek’s good rep., which is why once again 
this year we see some old names hitching their wagons to new names in an 
attempt to cross the burnt bridges of parties gone by. 


Unfortunately, burnt bridges are the kind of shit that will eventually start to 


climactic finale year one. damage Toronto’s Pride-tastic reputation. Just recently, for example, | chatted on 


the phone with one still yet-to-be-paid U.S. talent hired up here for a Pride party 
last year by a promoter who's back organizing parties once again this year. This 
unhappy American is, understandably, f-u-m-i-n-g and is not keeping silent about 
it. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg, trust me. 


It’s almost Easter, bunny. Which means 
those crazy people at Mr. Leatherman 
Toronto (MLT) hold their annual 
Resurrection party on Crucifixion day, Friday 
April 14. (That kills me year after year.) It’s 
at the Opera House this time, and DJ De-Ko- 
Ze is spinning. In this age of nightlife tragedy, 
it’s nice to know there exist some reliable 
turntablists, and this dude takes making 
1 nights magic seriously; my feet are still sore 
| from his last leather party set. Surf to 
mrit.com for full Resurrection details. For 
those who don’t party ‘n’ drive, a shuttle bus 


As a wise gay socialite | know likes to say:“I’m not sayin’, I’m just sayin’”... W 
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By Dale Smith 


_ Saskatchewan Sounds 


Looking at an album cover with a 
Saskatchewan highway sign, the first 
thing that comes to mind is that classic 
banjo refrain that signals you’re in the 
deep backwoods. And given that so 
many of us were desperate to escape 
our Prairie small-town upbringings and 
not look back, it seems a curious sort of 
nostalgia. And yet, a return to his rural 
roots is exactly what Punnichy, 
Saskatchewan-born  singer-songwriter 
Jeff Straker achieved with his new album, 
Songs From Highway | 5. 


Jeff Straker 


Songs From Highway 15 


(A Live Recording) 


Straker’s particular brand of folk-pop 
is driven by piano melodies. Rest 
assured, there are few banjos to be 
found. In fact, most of the tracks are recorded with a piano trio 
(piano/bass/drums) with three of the ten tracks as piano solo—much more of a 
sophisticated sound than what one may expect from an album steeped in rural 
roots. Songs From Highway | 5 is Straker’s love-letter to the place where he grew 
up, named for the road that runs past his parents’ farm in central Saskatchewan. 
Straker describes it as having “stops in communities ranging from 200 people to 
200,000,” and it definitely retains a small-town feel, especially in the opening 
track “Maybe Just One More Day”, set in the local Dine-a-Mite café. 


Of the nine original songs on the album, several seem very personal to Straker 
himself, as evidenced when browsing the website containing the stories behind 
the songs. The one track that most of those who grew up on the Prairies can 
relate to is “Walk Away”, in which Straker sings about that desire to escape rural 
life. The optimistic tone of that track betrays the sense of excitement Straker is 
Out to capture, making it a memorable tune (even if there is a banjo in the 
background). The following track, “I Wanna Go”, is a much more complex tune 
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that adds the heavy tone of strings into the mix 
and gives it a rich sound to accompany a 
weighty subject. 


One of my favourite tracks was 
“Wonderful Mrs. Bell”, partially because | found 
the score grabbed me with its bouncy piano 
sound. As well, the tale of an East Indian woman 
living a mostly-white Prairie town of under 
three hundred gives this tune a bit of an edge, 
with lyrics like “I think that small town was 
hell”. Despite the hardships, there was still 
an uplifting sense in the melody that 
resonates. The album also contains one 
cover song—Joni Mitchell’s “River”, 
which serves as Straker’s homage to a 
fellow musician from the province of 
his birth. Straker works the tune to 
leave his mark on it, but | felt the 
inorganic keyboard sound detracted 
from what could have been an excel- 
lent smoky number. 


Overall the album captures that 
Prairie feel without resorting to the 
old cliché of country music. Something that | very much noticed was the sound 
of the album and its production. All the tracks were recorded live rather than 
in a studio and | felt that a few of the tracks bear some rougher edges, especially 
in places were Straker doesn’t quite hit the harmonious notes that perhaps he 
should. Overall, however, in Songs From Highway 15, Straker has given us 
an eminently listenable album that gives us a taste of Saskatchewan worth 
remembering. 


Songs from Highway I5 can be found on Jeff Straker’s website at 


jeffstraker.com. W 
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Wayne (left) & Brent 


Hosts for a decade 


By Sean McLennan 

Jane Jacobs, the author of that classic of urban design, The Death and Life of 
Great American Cities holds that the key to vital communities and healthy cities is 
diversity. Diversity of use, diversity of age, diversity of architecture...generally not 
how North American cities are laid out—we tend to have broad residential areas, 
industrial areas and commercial areas where we live, work, and play (read: shop) 
respectively. Fortunately, as the densification of Calgary's inner city continues, 
diverse and vital communities have been organically blossoming over the last 
decade or two. 


The Beltline around |7th Avenue is a good example—it's a place of great 
economic, social and structural diversity where second-hand and high-end shops 
coexist with martini bars and fast food joints. And even at the height of the Red 
Mile, it's possible to step barely half a block away from the chaos and find serenity 
at places like The Foxwood Bed and Breakfast, one of Calgary's jewels. 


Not only does the Foxwood offer peace in contrast to the excitement of | 7th, 
it offers a peek at Calgary's history. The Edwardian style house was built in 1910 
and, unlike so much of Calgary's history, escaped the bulldozer through the 
tenacity of caring owners. Over the near century of its existence, it has been put 
to a number of purposes: home, dorm, women's shelter. Its current incarnation 
as a bed and breakfast is attributable to its owners Wayne McLean and Brent 
Rock, who have lovingly revived the building to its former glory. The Foxwood is 
no museum, mind you; Wayne and Brent have achieved an elusive balance 
between restoration and renovation. Like a confident old woman who has stayed 
sharp and adapted to the world as it changed from her youth, the Foxwood 
reminds guests of the past but doesn't make them feel like they're living in it. 


Getting out of the rat race and opening a bed and breakfast is not an 
uncommon dream, but not many people make the break and try it. Fewer still 
succeed. Consequently, we should not undervalue the fact that this year marks 
the Foxwood's tenth anniversary—a decade of success is a significant achieve- 
ment for a small business! Of course, it's not due to luck. Brent and Wayne did 
their homework. Even choosing the location was a challenge—they were living 
in Vancouver at the time and considered a number of locations on the west coast 
and further inland before settling on Calgary. They could see that | 7th Avenue 
was starting to come into its own and there simply wasn't the kind of competition 
you'd find on Vancouver Island. They continue to work hard too—owning a B&B 
is definitely a change in lifestyle, but perhaps not much of a change of pace. 
Wayne says some of the best advice they got early on from experienced B&B 
owners was to schedule time off, though it took them a long time to give 
themselves permission to do so. 


Brent and Wayne don't seem to be the kind of personalities who'd be happy 
just sitting around anyway—they both keep active in the arts. Brent is currently 
doing the production of Forever Plaid at Stage West, and like so many small 
businesses do, they feel a strong sense of community and try to give back in a 
variety of ways. They support the ARGRA Rodeo, the Calgary Men's Chorus, and 
helped put together a benefit for Lou Gehrig's Disease, just to name a few. Even 
the house has seen some action in that regard—for a couple of years Brent and 
Wayne decked the halls for the Kid's Help Line Home for the Holidays tour and 
welcomed innumerable visitors to support the 24-hour crisis line. In 2000 Wayne 
was awarded a lifetime achievement award—although he jokes that it came much 
sooner than he expected! They're “big into karma” so for the couple supporting 
others is just a matter of treating people the way they like to be treated 
themselves—an attitude that undoubtedly encourages repeat business. 


This year is not only The Foxwood's ten-year anniversary. It happens to be 
Wayne and Brent's too—they were married in the United Church in April 1996, 
the same month they bought the Foxwood. Of course, ten years ago was a 


significantly different time with 
respect to same-sex marriage. 
Mostly, it seems, for Brent and 
Wayne, the difference was only in 
legal status and rarity. It was the 
first same-sex wedding for everyone 
involved, but aside from having two 
grooms everything was...normal. 
They had originally approached 
the Anglican church who, locally, 
would have loved to have married them, but at the time were instructed not to 
perform same-sex weddings by the powers that be; aside from that the process, 
the planning and execution was the same as any other wedding. It helped, they say, 
that their families were not just supportive, but excited about the event. 


When asked about whether they'll make it legal now, they were indifferent. 
They've considered renewing their vows this year to make it official but haven't 
really decided. From their perspective, the important part was the ceremony: 
expressing their commitment to their friends and family in a respectful way. It’s 
great that the GLBT community has the same legal right now, but being legally 
married doesn't change how they feel about each other or the commitment 
they've already made (something some people should keep in mind—the 
presence or absence of legal marriage doesn’t prevent same-sex couples from 
psychological, spiritual or even religious marriage). 


Over their ten years together just off | 7th, Wayne and Brent have seen a lot 
of change in Calgary. They cited 2001 when Joe Clark served as Grand Marshall 
for the Pride Parade as an important indication. They have never had any negative 
experiences being gay business owners. That is, aside from one minor incident 
very early on when they were bizarrely informed that gays “belonged in 
Bowness” (Who knew?). 


The Foxwood's clientele is probably about fifty-fifty straight and gay—they run 
a B&B, not a gay B&B—and chuckle when occasionally people call and say, “We're 
straight. Can we still stay?” For some guests, it’s their first experience with an 
openly gay couple. Brent and Wayne just show them the same hospitality, which 
in turn demonstrates that people are all pretty much the same. The only 
difference that being gay owners makes is the implicit assurance to gay guests 
that they won't run into any problems—but of course as attitudes change, that 
assurance is becoming less and less necessary. 


As Calgary's gay community matures, success stories like Brent and Wayne's 
and the Foxwood’s are becoming more common, but that doesn’t diminish their 
power. Regardless of the place, or the job, or relationship model, people who 
make a living doing what they love, show sincere affection for each other and 
make a positive contribution to their communities and neighborhoods, lead by 
example and elevate us all. In that spirit of recognition and celebration, we at 
Outlooks would like to congratulate Wayne and Brent on their tenth Wedding 
Anniversary and on ten years of following their passion, thus helping to keep 
Calgary diverse. W 


Sean McLennan is at 
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The Routine of Fitness 


Fitness as a routine started for me when | was thirty-one. Sure, | was active 
as a youth and played all the sports, including football, soccer, skiing and tennis. 
But | really began to build my physique in my thirties, and excelled by focusing 
on the importance of setting a regular schedule for exercising. 


As we age, this dedicated routine and positive activity in our daily lives 
becomes essential. Fat does not magically disappear like it did in our teens, and 
we must now focus on battling the decreasing speed of our metabolism. Thus, 
one of the key essentials to a fit body is to create a fitness routine. Whether it 
is twenty minutes per day, an hour every two days, or pounding a regular 
workout throughout the week, equating fitness with the same routine 
as brushing your teeth or eating dinner should become your norm. Try to 
incorporate activities you enjoy such as swimming, yoga, biking through the city, 
or kayaking across the lake. Whatever it is,and whatever age you are, this routine 
will set you on a path to building a fit body. 


By Ryan Spring 


Here are some do’s and don’t’s for your fitness routine: 


DO’s: 
Do have a routine. 


Exercise on a regular basis in order to create a routine that your body will 
understand and anticipate. Exercising at the same time makes it that much easier 
to get into that routine. Think of exercise as the physical food you give your 
entire body. Envision your muscles becoming stronger, more defined and 
healthier with every workout. Just as we have to brush our teeth and eat a good 
dinner, we must also exercise on a similar routine for optimal health. 


Do eat well. 


Have enough caloric intake at 
least one hour in advance of your 
workout in order to facilitate 
enough energy-burn throughout 
your actual workout. Ensure you 
have enough foods high in 

carbohydrates such as 

fruits, yogurt, cereals, 
F multi-grain breads, or 
even pasta. Balance the 
food calories taken in with 
the energy expended during 

your exercise and always be 

conscious of not eating too 
close to your bedtime. 


Do hydrate yourself. 


The body needs four to eight ounces of water every 
twenty minutes. If you feel thirsty during a workout, 
you’ve already passed the safe stage of your workout. 

Drink water or an appropriate sports drink throughout 

your workout and always hydrate afterwards. Plus, 
regular visits to the water-fountain are always a good 

chance to check out the cuties. 


Do go slowly and easily 
in the beginning. 

Your approach to fitness and the 
longevity of your routine will 
depend on your initial approach 
to your workout. Becoming 
over-zealous may initially cause 
some to lose interest quickly in 
their routine, or cause an 
early injury. Give your 

muscles (and your brain) 

time to adjust to your 

new routine and exertion 
demands. You can speed it 
up and pump it harder as 
you mature those growing 
muscles! 
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DON’ Ts: 
Don’t Overtrain. 


Signs you may be exercising too 
hard may include: sore joints, signifi- 
cant fatigue after a workout, a slow 
recovery period after a one day break 
and/or the loss of strength during a 
workout. As well, don’t exercise while 
injured, sick, fatigued, or after a long 
night at the clubs. A productive 
workout is one where you are in top 
shape, sharp and focused. A weight 
that causes fatigue after twelve repeti- 
tions should be an effective measure 
for proper toning and developing 
increased strength. 


Don’t rely only on exercise. 


While regular exercise will offer noticeable and measurable results for most 
people, one must balance any routine with proper eating habits and healthy 
foods. Exercise may help you lose calories, but keep in mind how excess alcohol, 
fatty foods and late-night binging can reverse earlier fat losses. A balanced 

approach to eating, drinking and exercise is the key to 
looking great and feeling younger and healthier 
on a daily basis. 


Don’t be afraid to ask 
questions. 


Most fitness centres have qualified 
personal trainers who can assist you 
in proper techniques or answer 
general questions relating to your 
exercise routine. If you are unsure 
of something, don’t hesitate 
to simply ask. Sometimes 
a minor correction to 
your routine can _ have 
tremendous results. If lifting 
heavy weights, ask a fellow 
fitness centre member for a 
spot...or a date if they’re 
cute! 


Don’t forget your motivation. 


The gym has plenty of reasons 
to be motivated (and | don’t just 
mean the fitness benefits!) 
Ensure you feel comfortable not 
only with the equipment, but also 
with the people who belong to 
the gym and the staff. Determine 
your goals in advance and try to 
keep them realistic and achiev- 
able. This will set you on the 
right track to developing a 
more advanced workout. 
You'll keep your motivation if 
you remain patient and 
recognize a fit body is an on- 
going process. Above all, 
make it fun! W 


Ryan Spring is an. ACE Certified (American 
Coundl on Exercise) personal trainer: For further 
eee age inch 
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FLARE-UPS CAN BE 
REDUCED. 


Fortunately, there are effective 
genital herpes treatments to greatly 
reduce the number and severity of 
the flare-ups you suffer. 

Some people don’t take genital herpes 
seriously. Many don’t know they 
could be contagious even without 
symptoms. Talk to your doctor about 
effective ways to lower the risk of 
infecting your sexual partner, 

in addition to using condoms. 

Take control of 
genital herpes. You 
and your partner 
should feel better 


because of it. 


Practice safer sex. 


See your doctor or Sexual Health Clinic 
to receive the Herpes Health Pack. 
For more information visit 


www.herpeshealth.com 


or call 1-866-252-4666. 
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A self-taught photographer born and raised in 
Edmonton, jackson now considers himself a true New 
Yorker. 

He has spent the last decade in NYC shooting 
countless men and developing his unique ability to 
capture the male form. Although he prefers to let his 


‘photography speak for itself, his work has been 


described as “provocative”, "sensuous", “simple clean 
clarity", “innovative” and "edgy." 

He works in both film and digital formats and is 
available for private commission by contacting him by 
email at: jackson@jacksonphotografix.com or by 
calling 780.695.5704. 


jacksonphotografix.com 
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68-369 Sunair Road, : _ Somerset. (800) 658-3564 
(760) 324-1350 = ; 


es : www.innonsomerset.com 
the action. ‘ email: info@innonsomerset.com 


PALM SPRINGS 
WINTER SPECIAL: 


anadian Dollars at Par!’ | 


subject to availability. Some Restrictions apply. 
s excluded. Offer ends February 28, 2006. 


1641 Amherst, Montreal, Qc, H2L 3L4 


800-732-7555 el. (51 Tel.: (514) 597-0878 
-TRIANGLE-INN.com o www .sirmontcalm. com | info@aubergell.com 


To advertise your Accommodations in this feature 


a 
K Ik Contact our sales office 
toll free 1-888-228-1157 
Reaies Sileese a8 or Sales@outlooks.ca 


homeat a gay bed and breakfast. 


Ask how to become the Feature of the Month!!! 


This Summer, make sure somebody is always sleeping in your beds! 
36 April 2006 OUTLEQKs | 


= 


@Puerto Vallarta 
M E x<ICC CI 
Boana Torre Malibu 


i Condo Hotel / one block from GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
ae 011-52 (822) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


www, ooanad.net 


___ Rainbow Lodge is an old 
_ converted General Store 
located on the Trans 
_ Canada Highway in Vernon 
Bridge, Prince Edward 
Island, Canada. We are 
conveniently located just 
fifteen minutes east of 
_ Charlottetown and twenty 
‘minutes west of Wood 
Islands Ferry. 


While enjoying your stay 
-at Rainbow Lodge, we 
invite you to enjoy our garden, relax in the Great Room of the lodge after 3 a 


_ fun day of sightseeing, or cozy up in your suite and watch the setting sun. You This established Gay owned & Operated B&B 
_will find either the Walnut Suite or the Ash Suite to be a perfect ending to is an Opportunity to move to Kelowna and 
Ou day enjoy the Okanagan, complete with furnish- 
While staying at Rainbow oe indulge in our Evening Lobster Suppers. ings, appliances, in ground pool, hottub in 

, Menu consists of mussels, garden salad, greenhouse, sauna, barbeque area, beautiful 


| 1/4 Ib. lobster, potato, garlic bread gardens and mature trees located on .87 acre 
and homemade dessert. Also, ask Jim lot, six bedrooms plus Owners suite. Please 


fora tour tn bis 7a eee contact Wayne Ross wayneross@shaw.ca or 
Full breakfast is included when you check our website www.kelownarealtors.com 
visit with us at Rainbow Lodge. The 
breakfast consists of coffee, tea, 
blended juice (ask Jim what it is affec- Wayne jas 
tionately called!), fresh daily sticky buns Macdonald Realty 
and croissants (home-cooked), and ele we 250.470.9111 
your choice of either bacon and eggs, a 
vegetable omelette or French Toast. 


27 Bungalow-style Rooms 
in a Garden Setting 


All with King Beds 
Some with Kitchens & Fireplaces 
Hot Tub & Heated Pool 
Misting System 
Continental Plus Breakfast 
Evening Refreshments 
Wireless Internet & Guest Station 


ainbow Lodge 
’ PEL; Canada 
m (902) 651-2202 
Toll-free: 1-800-268-7005 


For further information 
Rated “Four Palms” 
by Out and About: 


“warm and helptul... really one of 
the best bargains in Warm Sands” 


and to make reservations : 
an Mail: Jim Culbert at 


Nib, Sh 


a ; sd Midweek & Weekly Discounts 
" Bees ous NS MOE “ www.warmsandsvillas.com 800.357.5695 
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New Spaces and New Directors for GLCSA 


By GLCSA Staff 


The Gay and Lesbian Community Services Association (GLCSA) for 
Calgary will be moving to a new location as of April 2006. The GLCSA is 
moving in the hope of providing greater safety for staff, volunteers and 
members, and will have the added advantages of better parking and 
proximity to other gay friendly businesses along | 7th Avenue. 


“We are working hard to create a welcoming environment for our 
members and a positive space for our support groups and the work of the 
Association” states Danielle Ladouceur, GLCSA Board member. “It’s hard 
to leave the Old Y after so many years, but the time is right for change.’ 
The GLCSA will become an external member of the Old Y and continue to 
have access to their meeting rooms as needed. 


The new offices of the GLCSA can be found at Suite #4, 2nd floor, |230A 
17th Avenue SW. The phone number remains the same: (403) 234-8973. 


The GLCSA is also welcoming its new Executive Director, Tamrin 
Hildebrandt, who will take on the position as of March 20. Tamrin was most 
recently the Coordinator of the Herland Film Festival, and brings an 
abundance of experience and energy to her new role as GLCSA Director. 
Tamrin will be in place in the new location, which opens its doors on April 
3, and an open invitation is extended to visit the new site of GLCSA and 
meet Tamrin. 


The GLCSA’s current programs will continue without interruption. At 
this time, the Inside Out Youth group will continue to meet in the Old Y 
Common Room at 223-12 Ave SW on Monday nights at 7:00 pm. The SHEQ 
group for women will be starting up in September 2006. The Illusions Trans 
social group will meet at the new GLCSA office 7-9 on the first Friday of 
the month. New Directions Trans support group will meet at the new 
GLCSA office on the third Friday, 7-9 pm. The Tuesday Night Men’s Group 
will meet on Tuesdays, 7-9 pm, at the new GLCSA office. If you want more 
information, please call 234-8973. W 
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Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Cap at 
(403) 228-1157 and he'll 


see about covering it in G t M on eyPen n ies 


Out & About. Photos by: Outlooks Staff 


AN Bomestic Beart 
Alt Hawes Hitallal 
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Lorrie & Da 


DevaDave 
.com 
salon/esthetics 
massage therapy 
boutique 
wedding planning 


Sun-Mon: 11am - 5pm 
Tues - Wed: 9:30am - 7pm 
Thurs - Fri: 9:30am - 8pm 
Sat: Jam - Spm 


290.1972 


G, Am de Dat @,, 
June 27, 1955 


to 
March 17th 1996 


Look well all 
those who love 
all lovely things, 
the hour is, but 

the hour has wings. 


Farewell=Partys 
Richard Wood— 


Editor of Swerve 


Angelo D'eath and Godiva Gadoirik * 


- 
i 


My 
A 


Prime Vimners Sz, Pawielk’s Day 


Michelle & Walter | 


Planning an event in 
Winnipeg? 
Contact Brent at 
(204) 789-9215 
and he’ll see about covering 
it in Out & About. 
: E25 : All Photos By: 
Clo Clo é a oo Brent Y & Shandi. 
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Calgary International 
Spoken Word Festival 


April 25-30 2006 


403-686-4292 


info@calgaryspokenwordfestival.com 
http://www. calgaryspokenwordfestival.com 
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office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 
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homes and condos 

for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 203 
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accommodations wanted 205 


vacation rentals 206 


accommodations 


office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 
Office space wanted 209 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 
303 
computers 304 
general and miscella- 
neous 305 
garage sales 306 
pets 307 
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massage 401 
friends 402 
models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 411 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
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birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 601 
travel Alberta 602 
travel BC 603 
camping 604 
travel international 605 
general 606 
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services 701 
business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


wish to reply to 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 
CHEQUES / MONEY ORDERS 


s CLASSIFIED ORDE 


“ 


by 


= 


‘enRoute. 


Please place my ad in Category # 


Please add the following headline to my ad 


($10.00 extra): 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


Cc 


PROVINCE/STATE: 


ITY: 


CODE: 
DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 


VERIFIED 


SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one} 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 


VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 
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100 
employment 


THE ORIGINALS since 1996 ! 
The worlds largest live GAY online 
adult entertainment company is 

looking for some additional new hot 
models for our Toronto Studios. 

Full Time / Part Time / Live In 

positions available. 

We are known for BoysCondo, 
GuysCondo, Flirt 4 Free, OurGuys, 
PragueBuddies, RainBowMag, 
Canadian Male, GayBio, GayToronto, 
BoyCondoTV on PrideVision and 
more. 

Apply online at: 
http://boyscondo.com/talent.htm 
E-Mail 
talent@northernexposed.com 

Or call Adam noon to midnight: 

416-881-2955 
Transportation subsidies available 
to successful applicants 


| YAR 


Arthu 
Murray >> 
Arthur Murray Dance Studio is 
looking for a fun, energetic, self- 
motivated male instructor to start a 
career in the wonderful world of 
dancing 
No experience required. We will 
train. Full-time position only. 
Must be 18 years or older. Call 403- 
319-0732 to book an appointment. 


Dare to be immortal! 
Professional artist seeks male figure 
models. All types and experience 
levels welsome. Central Alberta. 

Will pay. Could travel. 
Canadianartman@yahoo.ca 


200 
real estate 


WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM 
FREE Buyers Assistance 
FREE Sellers Market Analysis 
FREE Relocation Kit 
any city USA/ Canada or Mexico 
No cost or obligation to be 


represented! 


203 
shared 


accommodation 


Shared 2 bedroom condo in 
Kensington. Close to SAIT, University 
and transit system. Mature, quiet, 
non-smoking male $375 + DD call 
Rick in Calgary 403-270-7238 
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ROOMMATE WANTED 
Looking for Flight Attendant to share a 
d/t condo in Calgary. $500 per month 

which includes fully furnished room with 
TV, DVD, VHS & stereo. $250 DD. Call 
Richard at 403-228-1512 


204 
accommodation 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


711° Street | 


Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pynet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


conditionin 


305 
general sales 


Best Video and DVD for sale and rent! 
New releases and hard to find classics. 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


oe: 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB T5K ONS. 
Ph: 780-482-7480. 
E-mail: 


exec.express @shaw.ca 


Acu massage Edmonton 
Experienced registered massage 
therapist. Specializing in relaxation 
and pain relief massage. For appt. 
phone Dwayne (780) 483-3190 


eeecceccecseeoesscece 


401 
calgary massage 


Treat yourself to a 
Professional 


Relaxation Massage 
Male to Male 
by Appointment Only 
20 years experience 
Swedish, Shiatsu, 
Healing Hands 
Daniel (403) 510-7572 


vancouver massage 


verse’ “Better Than Sex (TM)" 
men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 
Visa / MC 


PACIFICA 
BODYWORKS 


° 
eoeccesceccesccscecce 


BC’s best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon -10PM 
Daily 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


402 


friends 


Young black lad 26 yrs old from 
London, UK. 6ft tall, well-built, attrac- 
tive, sincere, understanding, trustworthy, 
caring and romantic. Seeking a geniune 
man for long-term relationship. Somone 
loving and understanding. Ages, looks 
and race are not important. Love is all 
we need. Write with a photo to: 
Willy 0. 

43 Guinnes Sq. 
Pages Walk, London 
SE1 4HH UK. 
Give it a try 


Honest, intelligent, nice-looking 
man 26 years old, 177cm, 74kg 
with university education, good 
health and body. Enjoys 
literature, music, nature, art, 
travels, sport. Seeks man for 
meetings, friendship and good 
relationship for long time. Please 
write to: Valentyn, PO Box 122, 
KIEV 03058 UKRAINE. 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 
slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ), Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 

No e-mail! Serious only 


A ghanian young slim guy. Good 
looking, single, interested in travel and 
music. I would like to meet a guy for 

possible friendship, hot pics. 
All letters answered. 
AB 
PO Box 1775 
Sunyani B/A 
Ghana, West Affrica 


I am a Ghanaian guy, 27 years old. 
I like reading, gardening, singing and 
traveling. I wish to correspond with 
females and males of all ages living 
anywhere. All letters will be 
answered. 
PO Box 1084 
Sunyani Brong Ahafo 
Ghana, West Africa 
e-mail: anassthunder@ yahoo.co.uk 


CURRENT DEADLINE: April 21st, 2006 


_ Complete this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
All ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


$20.00 


$10.00 
Entire ad In Bold: $10.00 
Headline: $10.00 
Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 

$15.00 
Border Around Ad: $15.00 


Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 


GRAND TOTAL: 
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dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO’S WAITING 
FOR YOU?” 


Calgary 
403.355.2222 4 


Vancouver 


604.257.5555 © 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


4.800.777.8000 @._ 
FREE TRIAL ¢o 


CODE: 3901 
www:interactiveMale.com 
1.900.451.3800 ($1.99/min.) 18+ e@ 


general personals 


Michelangelo could... can you? 
Newly formed gay men’s life/figure drawing 
group. Professional instruction/male models avail- 
able. Stephen1948 @shaw.ca for more information 


IMMIGRATION 
is for lovers! 


Friendly service, extraordina 
success rates, delighted clien' 


For the past 10 years, our clients have counted 
on our in-depth, up-to-the-minute expertise.But 
our caring, attentive service is why they referred 
their friends and family to us. We offer complete 
immigration & citizenship services: sponsoring 
same- and opposite-sex 

partners and family, 

skilled workers, busi- 

ness applicants, 

refugees, humanitari- 

an & compassion- 

ate cases, and all 

visas & permits. 

We will dispel the 

myths about immi- 

gration and simpli- 4 

fy the process. ‘ 
FERREIRA-WELLS 
IMMIGRATION 
SE Reve Tt OkGss ES 


We Help Make Canade Your Home 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 
www.immigrationservices.ca 
538 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 
Members of Canadian Society of 
Immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


ONTARIO 
WHERE MEN MEET MEN 
CENTRAL SPA 
2 great locations open daily at 11 AM 
1610 Dundas Street West, Toronto (416) 588- 
6191 
401 Main Street West, Hamilton (905) 523-7636 
Large straight and bisexual client base 
www.centralspa.com 


Foreign 
Lovers 
and immigration 


I have been helping same sex couples with 
Canadian immigration since 1994 when my 
partner became a permanent resident. I 
am one of Canada's most experienced 
professionals on immigration for same sex 
couples. Let me help you and your partner 
live “happily ever after" in Canada. 


Peter Bernier at Immigration Link 
1-888-922-9495 416-922-9495 
1 Gloucester Street, Suite 114B 
Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1L8 
Welcome. TO.CA@sympatico.ca 


410 


personal growth 


For inspirational and empowering support 
and life coaching on-line, in-person or on-call. 
Visit www.comfortfoundation.com or call 
(780) 446-8330 for call back anywhere in 

Canada 


701 
business services 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance bookkeeper? 
I am experienced with Quickbooks for 
small businesses and 
entrepeneurs including payroll and 
GST. Can be at your office or mine in 
Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 


Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 


Law ENFORCEMENT ABORIGINAL 
AND Diverssry Network 


LEAD wants to work with you to build a new era of trust and cooperation between 
Canadian police and Aboriginal and ethnocultural/ethnoracial communities, 

We believe that for this to happen, police and communities need a forum where they 
can exchange ideas and generate new solutions to what are very complex issues. 
LEAD's first Community Consultation is meant to kick off this dialogue: you will have 
the opportunity to learn more about LEAD, share your insights into the situation today and 
offer suggestions for the future. 


To participate in this on-line survey visit 
www.LEAD-ALDA.ca 
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er oe A unique event 4 
ey Apr 72006 featuring | 
ad ea interactive workshops, 
‘Saturday April 8 2006 special gu rey disp lays, 
gam-5 :30pm group discussions, 
resource sharing 
At the Kahanoff Centre and much more! 
#200, 1202 Centre Street SE ¢ 
Food and prizes 


To register, contact Sophie 
(403) 670-0814 
youthforumcalgary@yahoo.ca 
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Pleasure Beach Featuring: Michael Christopher, Johnny Dawes, Leigh Daniels, Chris Burns, 
Dale Stephens, 


From: His Video 


Scott Sedgewick, T], Billy Miller, Beau Mathews, Marci Davis 
Running Time:70 Minutes 


This is a classic adult gay movie from the eighties re-released in 2004 for 
some campy and nostalgic beach boy fun. It’s a tale of two California beach 
buddies on opposite sides of the sexual fence and several horny young surfers 
who join for sexual escapades in one explosive Labor Day weekend. Malibu 
Beach lifeguards Michael Christopher and Johnny Dawes seem to have more on 
their minds than just water safety after spending the summer together at their 
lifeguard station. Michael has fallen in love with Johnny who, in turn, is in love 
with his girlfriend Jill. A classic love triangle under the hot summer sun. 


The scenery is spectacular but is second only to the sexual proclivity of 
these horny young surfers taking place in nine different scenes. One of the 
hottest gay movie stars of the time, Michael Christopher, demonstrates his 
reputation was well earned and this classic love story gives him plenty of 
opportunity to show off his best attributes to the fullest. On this last weekend 
of the summer before everyone heads back to school, college or work, Michael 
rises to the challenge and helps a drunken Johnny experience his real inner 
feelings. The outcome may not turn out as planned but Michael must try to win 


“We 
ita MM 


© 250 STUDIOS! * NEW MOVIES DAILY! 
«NO — # NO MONTHLY FEES! 


* 4,000+ GAY MOVIES! © 8¢ PER MINUTE! 
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Johnny over before it’s too late and they have to part company. 


Pleasure Beach is where more than the surf is pounding as raging hormones 
induce summer flings when young men come together exploring their sexuality. 
From the beaches to the bedrooms and everywhere in between, these horny 
studs are searching for sexual encounters, which they all seem to find 
constantly. Each time it’s straight to the action in their haste to make the most 
of the last weekend together. 


Eighties fashions, hairstyles, PacMan games, surfer music that could have 
been written by the Beach Boys make this campy movie a fun story with the 
hottest sexual action of the day. Take a trip down 
memory lane or learn about the beach bums of the 
eighties-you won't be disappointed as it’s a fast paced 
no teasing movie. Shot on location at Malibu and 
Venice Beaches, Santa Monica and Catalina Island, this 
is a perfect beach boy story of summer fun and sexual 
awakenings. 


Review sponsored by Express Video 
#202 ~ 11745 jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780)482-7480 exec.express@shaw.ca 


Snow Blowers Featuring:Markie, Nick Parker, Robby Wood, Billy Bowers, Troy Ericson, Bryan 
From: Factory Video Productions Dark 


Running Time: 90 Minutes 


For many Californians, a winter escape often involves a trip to Lake Tahoe 
and some winter skiing high the mountains. When six young beach boys head 
Out to enjoy the snow it’s easy to expect when they’re frozen by the cold some 
hot action will soon follow. 

Blond superstud Markie arrives at the airport ready for the slopes and 
wastes no time connecting with a couple of hot young guys—Nick Parker and 
Billy Bowers—who were on the same flight. This threesome is soon riding the 
gondola up the mountain to enjoy the view of the Lake beneath them. The 
experienced Markie leads the way down some trails into the quiet woods 
where most skiers don’t venture. This trio has only one thing on their mind 
and Markie has had the hots for Nick ever since he first spotted him on the 
plane. While Billy acts as lookout for any uninvited guests, Markie and Nick 
forget about the cold and begin exploring each other in a welcoming soft snow 
bank. Markie’s perfect thick ten inches are kept warm by Nick's hot lips and 
only when Billy hears somebody coming do they all retreat to the warmth of 
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Markie’s hotel room. 

Elsewhere on the mountain, Bryan Dark and Troy Ericson are enjoying a fun 
snowball fight until the cold forces them inside to warm up in front of a 
welcoming fireplace. Quickly, they warm up and begin removing their clothes 
to engage in their favorite winter indoor sport with mutual pleasure. 

Later in the day, Robby Wood and Markie run into each other out on the 
trails and something really big is waiting to happen. These two superhung studs 
soon need a hot shower to warm themselves from the winter chill and 
Markie’s room is once again the scene for hot action. 

Load up your skis and head to Lake Tahoe for the best action on and off 
the slopes where winter sports are really fun. 


Review sponsored by 


Gayot au ot¢/lovies.com 


IND IT 
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Vancouver 604.257.5555 
Victoria 250.220.1000 
Calgary 403.355.2222 

saskatoon 306.374.8181 
Toronto 416.915.4545 

Edmonton 780.409.3333 

Winnipeg 204.480.3000 
Regina 306.347.0000 


Find Your Local Number 
1.800.777.8000 


CODE 1501 
interactive male 


\ a d | > 1.900.451.3800 $1.99/min 18+ InteractiveMale.com 


YOU’LL FIND IT HERE 


$19.00 FOR 60 MINUTES 


Vancouver Calgary Toronto St. Catherines 
604.639.3511 403.234.6538 416.915.1858 905.704.3646 


Victoria . Edmonton Hamilton Kitchener 


250.414.6962 £780.4990.ee873 905.296.0566 519.342.1808 


